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Will  your  customers 
get  what^  coming 
to  them  today? 


If  not,  why  not  ?  Because  the  conventional 
delivery  service  you  use  is  slow  and 
unreliable  ?  Because  your  own  vans  are 
rarely  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  ? 

These  are  the  very  reasons  more  and  more 
companies,  large  and  small,  are  using  Courier 
Express.  With  next  day  door  to  door  delivery  a 
regular  feature  of  our  service,  we're  ideal. 

We  pick  up  the  goods  one  day,  they're 
delivered  the  next.  Not  within  three  days  as  a 
special  service,  but  next  day  as  a  matter 
of  course. 


Courier  Express  delivers  daily  to  over 
1 ,400  towns  all  round  Britain.  That  covers 

just  about  every  High  Street  m  the  country. 
Our  overnight  trunking  network  ensures 
speed  and  efficiency. 

Courier  Express  service  is  flexible  too.  Use 
us  as  you  need  us,  for  one  parcel  or  a 
thousand.  When  you're  not  using  us,  you're 
not  paying  for  us. 

In  every  way,  you'll  find  our  service  will 
save  you  time,  effort  and  money.  The  coupon 
will  bring  you  full  information. 


COURIER  EXPRESS 

Part  and  parcel  of  your  company 


To :  Harry  Stanley, 
Courier  Express, 
38/54  Curtain  Road, 
London  EC2  Tel :  01  -247  0674. 

Details,  please,  of 

the  Courier  Express  Service 


Name, 


Company. 


Position , 


Address. 


CD  31/7/76 

Carriage  subject  to  detailed  conditions  set  out  in 
t/ie  Service  Gazetteer. 


A  member  of  the  De  La  Rue  Group 
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Comment 


Analgesics 


"And  why  not  ban  weedkiller  from  gardening 
centres.  .  ."  That  headline  to  The  Grocer's  leading 
article  last  week  formed  an  introduction  to  a  series  of 
'  unrecorded  incidents"  the  paper  has  conjured  up  in 
support  of  its  report  of  Mr  L.  Reeves  Smith's  contention 
that  bleach  and  polish  could  follow  analgesics  in  facing 
a  ban  in  grocers  (p134). 

The  first  incident  "recorded"  reads:  "A  five-year-old 
child  shopping  in  a  supermarket  with  his  mother  last 
weekend  was  found  vomiting  and  obviously  dying.  He 
had  taken  a  bottle  of  bleach  and  drunk  from  it  without 
anyone  noticing."  Other  incidents  are  in  similar  vein, 
and  are  clearly  intended  to  ridicule  the  case  in  favour 
of  analgesics  sales  restrictions — even  to  quoting  the 
"case"  of  a  short-sighted  old  lady  arrested  for  shoplifting 
after  mistaking  a  haggis  for  her  handbag. 

All  good,  clean  fun — and  typical  of  the  grocers' 
approach  to  a  subject  that  pharmacists  feel  unable  to 
treat  so  lightly,  namely  public  safety.  The  grocers 
profess  their  aim  is  to  serve  the  public,  yet  all  we  hear  is 
about  "market  share"  (they  cannot  believe  anyone  could 
be  motivated  by  non-commercial  ideals),  about  their 
unwillingness  to  provide  that  service  unless  some  magic 
turnover  figure  is  achieved — and  about  their 
unwillingness  to  provide  the  same  safeguards  as  are 
afforded  to  alcohol  and  tobacco  sales.  Some  service! 

The  Grocer  asks  why  not  ban  weedkiller  from 
gardening  centres.  They  have  picked  a  good  example. 
Paraquat  may  not  be  freely  sold  except  in  pellet  form 
for  very  similar  reasons  to  the  thinking  behind  the 
proposal  that  only  small  packs  of  analgesics  should  be 
sold  outside  pharmacies,  and  then  not  by  self-service. 
The  public  may  be  expected  to  know  how  to  handle  24 
aspirins  with  some  guidance  from  the  pack.  Those 
purchasing  a  hundred  or  more  may  not  be  using  the 
medicine  wisely — and  it  is  much  easier  for  a  pharmacist 
to  intervene  in  the  sale  if  the  customer  cannot  storm  out 
into  the  grocer  next  door  to  make  the  same  purchase 
without  question. 


C&D's  monthly  Price  List 

Another  month  to  the  first  of  C&D's  MONTHLY  Price 
Lists.  From  September,  the  list  will  be  published  every 
month  (instead  of  every  two  months  as  at  present), 
reducing  the  effort  required  for  staff  to  search  the 
weekly  Price  Service  Supplements  for  latest  changes. 
This  may  be  the  time  to  consider  whether  a  second 
Price  List  would  benefit  your  business — on  the  counter, 
in  the  dispensary,  in  the  stockroom.  The  additional  cost 
of  another  list  sent  to  the  same  address  as  the  C&D  is 
only  £11 — apply  to  C&D's  Subscription  Department,  125 
High  Street,  Colliers  Wood,  London  SW19  2JN. 
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Action  on  promotion 
and  prescribing 


The  Government  has  decided  to  "act  now" 
on  sales  promotion  by  the  pharmaceutical 
industry,  and  to  seek  ways  of  limiting 
excess  prescribing,  as  part  of  the  public 
expenditure  cuts  announced  last  week.  Pre- 
scription charges  are  not  to  be  raised,  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services,  Mr  David 
Ennals,  confirmed. 

However,  when  announcing  the  cuts  to 
announcement  has  taken  the  industry  by 
surprise,  since  negotiations  are  continuing 
with  the  Department  of  Health  on  pro- 
motional expenditure  cuts.  The  Minister's 
statement  said  he  would  be  looking  at 
ways  to  curb  the  drug  bill.  "One  step 
which  I  will  certainly  be  taking  is  to  cut 
down  on  sales  promotional  expenditure 
by  pharmaceutical  companies  which  we 
pay  for  indirectly  through  the  price  of 
drugs.  I  have  been  discussing  this  for  some 
time  with  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 
They  are  still  strongly  opposed  to  it  but 
this  is  now  the  time  to  act. 

"I  shall  be  disallowing  excessive  pro- 
motional expenditure  under  the  VPRS 
scheme.  This  should  mean  less  glossy 
paper  falling  on  doctors'  doormats,  often 
remaining  unread,  cutting  out  the  waste- 
ful distribution  of  free  samples  and  a 
severe  pruning  of  hospitality  provided  for 
doctors.  I  intend,  however,  to  do  what  I 
can  to  protect  the  interests  of  journals 
such  as  Lancet,  BMJ  and  Practitioner. 

"I  shall  also  be  discussing  with  the 
medical  profession  what  further  steps  they 
may  be  willing  to  take  to  limit  excess 
prescribing.  For  example,  we  all  know 
what  quantities  of  medicines  accumulate 
in  bathroom  cupboards  when  much  more 
medicine  is  prescribed  than  is  actually 
taken. 'Any  economies  which  can  be  made 
here  can  make  it  unnecessary  to  cut 
elsewhere." 

Discussions  continuing 

However,  when  announcing  the  cuts  to 
the  Press,  Mr  Ennals  refused  to  be  drawn 
on  details  but  conceded  that  discussions 
with  the  industry  were  continuing — when 
they  reached  fruition  a  "package"  would 
be  announced.  Asked  whether  the  poten- 
tial saving  of  £5m  for  1977-78  (out  of  a 
drugs  bill  in  excess  of  £500m)  was  less 
than  the  Government  had  anticipated,  he 
said  there  had  been  no  reduction  in  "the 
long-term  hope".  The  drugs  bill  was  an 
uncontrolled  expenditure,  and  if  expan- 
sion of  the  Health  Service  was  to  be 
planned  the  Government  must  be  able  to 
anticipate  how  it  would  increase ;  at 
present  the  rate  was  about  1 1  per  cent 
a  year. 

Saving  on  personal  health  services  will 
total  £70m,  including  £20m  from  very 
much  higher  dental  and  ophthalmic 
charges  for  patients  from  April  1977  and 
a  reduction  in  capital  expenditure  of  £20m 
— the  Minister  said  he  would  be  looking 


at  both  health  centre  and  hospital  schemes, 
but  the  1976-77  plans  would  not  be  cut. 

The  Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry,  in  expressing  its  surprise 
at  the  Minister's  statement,  says  it  under- 
stood that  another  meeting  was  planned  to 
take  place  in  August  to  see  whether  some 
overall  agreement  could  be  reached  on 
promotion.  It  points  out  that  promotion 
expenditure  is  already  controlled  under 
the  VPRS — which  has  until  September 
1977  to  run  unless  altered  by  consent. 

The  ABPl  goes  on  to  say  that  the  level 
of  "promotion"  expenditure  in  the  UK  is 
already  well  below  that  of  other  similar 
countries  and  has  declined  in  real  terms 
over  the  past  four  years  by  17  per  cent. 
UK  prices  are  also  substantially  below 
those  in  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  further 
promotional  cost  savings,  while  reducing 
public  expenditure,  might  in  the  longer 
term  do  damage  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  short  term  gain.  "Authorities  abroad 
may  be  encouraged  to  copy  the  UK's 
action  and  themselves  impose  limits  to 


expenditure  on  information  services,  thus 
restricting  the  UK  industry's  ability  to 
develop  the  full  potential  of  its  new  medi- 
cines abroad.  Furthermore,  the  prices  of 
our  medicines  abroad  are  particularly 
sensitive  to  reductions  in  price  in  the 
country  of  origin.  Thus  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry's  current  trade  surplus  of 
around  nearly  £300m  could  well  be  in 
danger,  to  the  detriment  of  the  country's 
balance  of  payments." 

The  ABPI  adds  that  the  industry's  inves- 
tors are  liable  to  be  particularly  sensitive 
to  fresh  controls  over  the  way  they  con-i 
duct  their  businesses.  "Rigid  limits  on 
what  may  be  spent  by  pharmaceutical 
firms  on  informing  doctors  about  their 
products  is  likely  to  make  this  country 
appear  less  attractive  than  others  for 
future  investment. 

Insurance  charges  'bad  news' 

Mr  Healey's  public  expenditure  cuts  "con- 
tain bad  news  for  shopkeepers",  the 
Retail  Consortium  said  last  week.  The 
increase  of  2  per  cent  in  National  Insur- 
ance charges  will  put  up  costs  for  retailers, 
but,  unlike  manufacturers,  such  costs  are 
not  recoverable  under  the  Price  Code. 

The  Consortium's  statement  continued: 
"So  for  retailers,  whose  general  level  of 
profitability  is  admitted  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  abnormally  low,  this  impost 
will  reduce  net  profits  before  tax  by 
around  5  per  cent.  The  increase  in 
National  Insurance  charges  will  discourage 
retailers  from  maintaining  or  increasing 
employment." 


Winthrop  are  'bystanders'  on  analgesics 


Winthrop  Laboratories  are  totally  commit- 
ted to  professional  pharmacy  and  are  but 
innocent  bystanders  in  the  "political  con- 
troversy" over  self-service  of  analgesics, 
says  Mr  Neil  Appleton,  BSc,  MPS,  mana- 
ging director,  in  reply  to  the  letter  from 
the  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman  (C&D  last 
week,  p92). 

Mr  Bannerman  had  claimed  that  by 
encouraging  pharmacists  to  accept  a 
display-stand  for  Panadol,  Panadeine  Co, 
etc,  Winthrop  were  actively  encouraging 
them  to  act  contrary  to  Council's  policy. 

In  refuting  the  claim.  Mr  Appleton 
points  out  that  Winthrop  do  not  advertise 
analgesics  to  the  public  and  rely  entirely 
on  prescription  and  pharmacists'  recom- 
mendation. "Thus,  whereas  other  anal- 
gesics are  seen  on  the  television  and  in  the 
supermarket,  ours  are  seen  in  pharmacy — 
or  not  at  all.  For  this  reason  we  believe 
it  is  vital  that  our  analgesics  should  be 
clearly  visible  in  the  pharmacy  so  that 
customers  ask  about  them  and  the  phar- 
macist is  given  the  opportunity  to  recom- 
mend them  if  he  sees  fit. 

"The  stand  in  question  was  designed 
(with  the  help  of  GP  pharmacists)  for 
maximum  versatility  and  to  take  up  a 
minimum  of  space  on  any  surface.  The 
written  and  verbal  briefing  to  our  repre- 
sentatives neither  stated  nor  implied  that 
pharmacists  should  be  encouraged  to 
place  the  units  where  they  could  be  used 
for  self-service.  All  that  was  asked  of  the 
representatives  was  that  they  should  try  to 
get  them  placed  where  they  would  be  most 
likely  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  customer.  It 


is  true,  of  course,  that  a  place  on  the 
counter  would  be  ideal  from  this  point  of 
view  but  a  place  immediately  behind  the 
counter  would  satisfy  our  objective  equally 
well — as  would  many  other  positions  in 
the  shop. 

"Being  completely  dependent  upon  the 
pharmacist  for  display  we  are  clearly  in 
no  position  to  dictate  to  him  how  or 
where  to  use  our  stand.  The  occasional 
over-zealous  representative  may  try,  of 
course,  but  even  if  he  does  we  certainly 
do  not  believe  that  any  pharmacist  wo:ild 
use  the  stand  in  a  manner  contrary  to  his 
professional  beliefs  for  the  sake  of  a  few 
pieces  of  glassware.  The  point  is  academic 
.  however,  for  the  offer  was  not  made  to 
encourage  self-service  but  to  gain  display 
and  recommendation  and  the  pharmacist 
would  qualify  for  the  glassware  wherever 
he  positioned  the  stand  and  even  if  he  did 
not  sell  a  single  pack  of  our  analgesics." 

Mr  Appleton  adds  that  Winthrop  are 
totally  committed  to  the  support  of  pro- 
fessional pharmacy.  "Since  its  inception 
we  have  operated  a  rigid  "chemists  only' 
policy  and  continue  to  do  so  despite  fre- 
quent commercially  attractive  overtures 
from  non-pharmacy  outlets.  Wherever 
appropriate  we  take  action  against  RPM 
infringements  and  in  all  our  dealings  with 
the  public  and  the  medical  profession  we 
use  every  opportunity  to  enhance  the  pro- 
fessional stature  of  the  pharmacist.  In 
view  of  this  we  feel  that  we  deserve  better 
at  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
than  to  be  dragged  into  a  political  con- 
troversy in  which  we  are  but  innocent 
bystanders." 
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Advertisements 
'broke  codes - 
Department 


The  Medicines  Division  of  the  Department 
of  Health  seems  to  be  adopting  a  tough 
line  on  drug  advertisements. 

This  is  revealed  by  the  Division's  annual 
report  for  1975  which  shows  that  a  total 
of  23  advertisements  were  referred  to  the 
Code  of  Practice  Committee  of  the  Adver- 
tising Standards  Authority  or  trade  asso- 
ciations as  being  in  breach  of  one  or 
other  of  the  voluntary  codes  of  conduct 
admmistered  by  those  organisations ;  in 
all  but  four  cases  the  Department's  com- 
plaint was  upheld. 

In  all,  a  total  of  65  advertisements  in 
"professional  and  popular  journals"  were 
considered  by  a  group  of  doctors,  phar- 
macists, lawyers  and  administrators  within 
the  division  in  the  "modest"  monitoring 
exercise.  In  14  cases,  it  was  felt  no  action 
was  necessary,  but  in  26  cases  the  matter 
was  taken  up  directly  with  the  company 
placing  the  advertisement,  the  majority  of 
whom  accepted  the  comments  immediately. 
As  well  as  the  23  cases  referred  to  above, 
the  licensing  authority  felt  it  necessary  to 
issue  a  direction  under  the  standard  pro- 
visions for  product  licences  to  deal  with 
particularly  serious  problems  in  three 
cases,  and  in  two  cases,  it  was  decided 
that  the  company  concerned  should  be 
prosecuted. 

The  Division's  Defect  Report  Centre 
received  24  reports  during  the  year — an 
increase  of  16  over  1974 — and  about  78 
per  cent  of  reports  related  to  defects  dis- 
covered in  hospitals.  On  investigation,  21 
reports  were  unsubstantiated,  but  41  related 
to  defects  in  intravenous  or  peritoneal 
dialysis  fluids.  In  47  cases  it  was  con- 
sidered necessary  to  have  samples  of  the 
product  analysed,  and  in  14  of  these, 
adverse  results  were  obtained.  Warnings 
were  issued  to  regional  health  authorities 
by  telephone  and  letter  in  28  cases  (nine 
in  1974)  and  a  full  recall  carried  out  in  17 
instances  (four  the  previous  year). 

The  majority  of  the  faults  fell  in  the 
labelling  and /or  "mix-ups"  category  (45 
reports  substantiated)  and  wrong  volume  or 
content,  coating  defective,  discolouration, 
etc  (45),  followed  by  particulate  matter 
(39).  Patients  were  involved  in  71  reports 
and  untoward  effects  observed  in  66  cases, 
but  in  only  9  cases  were  the  untoward 
effects  due  to  the  defective  products. 

Retail  level  testing  next? 

The  report  notes  that  the  plan  to  co- 
ordinate sampling  and  analysis  of  medi- 
cinal products  by  central  government  and 
local  authorities  has  been  implement  to 
the  extent  that  machinery  has  been  estab- 
lished to  monitor  results  and  information 
arising  from  the  testing  of  commercial 
products  carried  out  by  RHAs.  It  adds: 


The  window  that 
won  a  display 
competition  with 
the  theme  "nobody 
knows  the  sun  like 
Polaroid",  and 
brought  Mr  Ron 
Stock  of  The 
Moordown 
pharmacy, 
Vvimbourne  Road, 
Bournemouth, 
Dorset,  a  Philips 
colour  television 
plus  video 
cassette  recorder, 
from  Polaroid 
(UK)  Ltd 


"Considerations  will  next  be  given  to  the 
testing  of  products  at  retail  outlets.  It  has 
been  decided  that  no  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  incorporating  the  NHS  drug 
testing  scheme  into  the  plan." 

Cases  of  alleged  infringement  of  the 
Medicines  Act  continued  to  be  reported, 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  cases 
were  being  considered  for  prosecution  and 
a  further  seven  were  being  investigated. 
Some  250  possible  breaches  of  licensing 
requirements  were  revealed  by  inspections 
under  the  Act ;  in  60  cases  action  was 
taken  to  suspend,  revoke  or  vary  licences. 

The  Division's  report  is  part  of  a  con- 
joint Annual  Report  for  1975  of  the  Medi- 
cines Commission,  Committee  on  Safety 
of  Medicines,  Veterinary  Products  Com- 
mittee, British  Pharmacopoeia  Commission 
and  Committee  on  the  Review  of  Medi- 
cines (HM  Stationery  Office,  Commons 
Paper  572,  £105).  This  reveals  that  the 
Commission  was  consulted  on  the  question 
of  information  to  patients  on  prescribed 
medicines.  The  increasing  complexity  of 
pharmacological  regimes,  with  dangers  of 
adverse  reactions  and  interactions,  made  it 
necessary  to  consider  whether  written 
warnmgs  to  patients  should  be  introduced 


in  those  cases  where  such  warnings  were 
important  and  relevant  to  the  patient  him- 
self, but  the  Commission  felt  that  there 
should  be  more  research  into  what  would 
be  most  effective  before  any  large  scale 
scheme  of  production  of  leaflets  for  dis- 
pensed medicines  was  instigated. 

Publications  committee? 

On  information  to  doctors  about  medi- 
cines the  Commission  recommended  that 
further  consideration  be  given  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  committee  to  consider  the 
future  of  existing  official  publications 
giving  such  information  and  to  consider 
whether  new  publications  were  required. 
The  Commission  shared  the  concern  of  the 
BP  Commission  at  the  possible  danger  to 
patients  from  the  use  of  medicines  mar- 
keted with  unregistered  trademarks. 

The  CSM  note  that  dithculties  with  pro- 
cessing product  licence  and  clinical  trial 
certificate  applications  have  continued,  due 
largely  to  a  shortage  of  medical  staff, 
which  prevented  a  reduction  in  the  back- 
log of  applications  carried  forward  from 
1974.  The  Committee  is  hopeful  that  its 
efforts  to  reduce  the  backlog  will  be 
successful  in  1976. 


Doctor  sees  pharmacists  'facing  extinction' 


Pharmacists  as  a  professional  group  are 
"about  to  bite  the  dust",  according  to  Dr 
T.  C.  Mayer,  an  Essex  gp. 

Writing  in  an  article  "Local  chemists 
face  extinction"  in  Pulse  last  week,  Dr 
Mayer  discusses  problems  within  the  pro- 
fession, including  the  rate  of  pharmacy 
closures,  health  centres,  out-of-hours  ser- 
vices and  remuneration.  "The  older  phar- 
macists," he  writes,  "are  still  able  to  dis- 
pense accurately  all  the  complicated  pres- 
criptions of  mixtures  and  are  able  to 
manufacture  perfectly  homogenised  pills. 
The  pharmacist  now  is  virtually  never 
called  upon  to  exercise  these  redundant 
skills,  with  resultant  diminuation  of  job 
satisfaction."  However  later  he  adds  that 
the  number  of  doctors'  consultations  saved 
by  the  chemist  should  not  be  underesti- 
mated, and  feels  that  "Perhaps,  therefore, 
serious  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  provision  of  talks  and  demonstrations 
to  pharmacists  by  interested  doctors,  in 
order  to  indicate  serious  conditions  that 
require  referral  to  doctors". 

Dr  Mayer  recalled  that  last  year  he 
checked  on  the  dispensing  of  local  phar- 
macists by  asking  every  patient  in  one 


week  to  check  the  number  of  tablets  re- 
ceived with  the  number  written  on  the 
prescription,  and  report  back  any  dis- 
crepancy. Only  one  did  so,  and  he  had 
received  one  tablet  in  excess  of  the  num- 
ber prescribed.  "Just  one  tablet  out,  out 
of  some  250  prescriptions  that  must  have 
contained  many  thousands  of  tablets." 

Turning  to  the  future,  Dr  Mayer  states : 
"Pharmacist  have  good  cause  to  be 
frightened.  The  day  will  come  when  drugs 
are  stored  and  dispensed  by  unqualified 
dispensers  responsible  to  the  administrator 
in  charge  at  the  health  centre.  No  formal 
university  qualifications  will  then  be  re- 
quired for  these  hirelings.  Once  NHS  sales 
are  usurped  from  the  chemist,  he  will  be 
reduced  to  the  status  of  a  shopkeeper. 
Remember,  even  aspirin  and  paracetamol 
will  probably  eventually  only  be  available 
on  prescription." 

He  adds  that  multiples  have  "sounded 
the  death  knell"  of  the  local  pharmacist, 
employing  pharmacists  on  a  salaried  basis, 
as  "merely  a  service  that  they  offer  to 
their  customers.  .  .  Patients  are  now  deal- 
ing with  companies  rather  than  indivi- 
duals." 
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Pharmacists 
attending 
more  courses 

More  general  practice  pharmacists  are 
attending  more  refresher  courses,  accord- 
ing to  figures  given  in  the  Department  of 
Health  annual  report  for  1975  published 
Ihis  week  (HM  Stationery  Office,  Com- 
mand 6565,  £1  40). 

The  report  notes  that  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society's  regional  committees  continued 
to  run  the  courses  in  co-operation  with 
the  schools  of  pharmacy  in  England,  but 
responsibility  for  administration  passed  to 
regional  health  authorities  on  April  1, 
1975.  Some  43  courses  started  in  the  acade- 
mic year  1974-75  prior  to  that  date  with 
1,224  attendances — an  increase  of  nine 
courses  and  276  attendances  over  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

As  previously  revealed  {C&D,  May  22, 
p729,  the  cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
by  chemists  and  appliance  contractors  in 
England  in  1975  totalled  £360m — an 
increase  of  about  £87m  (32  per  cent)  on 
1974.  Some  282m  prescriptions  were  dis- 
pensed, compared  to  274m  in  1974  and 
264m  in  1973,  of  which  about  61  per  cent 
were  dispensed  without  charge  to  the 
patient  (60  per  cent  in  1974);  chemists 
and  appliance  contractors  collected  some 
£21  ■5m  in  charges.  The  average  net  ingre- 
dient cost  was  £0  94  per  prescription — 
25-8  per  cent  higher  than  the  1974  level. 

On  health  centres,  the  report  states  that 
some  3,500  general  practitioners  (17  per 
cent)  were  practising  in  634  centres  at  the 
end  of  1975 — an  increase  of  500  doctors 
and  68  centres  over  the  previous  year. 

Value  ofjhe  NPU's 
'multiple'  members 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union's 
power  would  be  threatened  if  membership 
were  restricted  to  "the  truly  independent" 
pharmacists,  says  Mr  Donald  Royce,  NPU 
chairman. 

He  was  replying  to  a  resolution  sub 
mitted  to  NPU  by  Mr  P.  M.  W.  Clarke, 
on  behalf  of  West  Dorset  Branch,  request- 
mg  the  organisation  to  make  an  urgent 
review  of  the  voting  membership  status  of 
publicly-owned  chains.  Mr  Clarke  asked 
whether  the  NPU  intended  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  truly  independent  "who 
have  no  one  else  to  help  them". 

Mr  Royce  points  out  to  Mr  Clarke  that 
the  NPU  has  in  voluntary  membership 
over  95  per  cent  of  all  retail  pharmacies  in 
the  UK,  other  than  those  owned  by  Boots 
and  the  Co-operative  societies.  "Its  influ- 
ence on  the  Government  and  Government 
departments,  and  on  organisations  within 
and  outside  pharmacy,  is  much  wider  than 
would  be  possible  if  membership  were 
restricted  to   'one  pharmacy  only  mem- 


C&D  editor  and  publisher,  Mr  Arthur 
Wright  (left),  Honey  editor,  Miss  Tina 
Bowles,  and  Mr  Derek  Robinson,  creative 
services  executive  of  WB  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  judging  the  Uvistat  big-screen  Irade 
competition  in  London,  on  July  20. 
Winners  of  the  Hollywood  holiday  for  two 
and  photographic  equipment  will  be 
announced  shortly 

bers'.  The  loss  of  income  and  loss  of  nego- 
tiating power  could  not  be  off-set  by  rais- 
ing the  subscription  to  reflect  a  halving  of 
membership." 

Concerning  the  voting  powers  of  the 
multiples,  Mr  Royce  says  the  possibility 
of  a  "take-over"  must  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  the  facts.  "The  NPU  elections  are 
on  a  territorial  basis.  The  UK  is  divided 
into  19  electoral  areas  and  within  each 
area,  each  member  has  one  vote  per  phar- 
macy owned.  The  spread  of  their  branches 
is  such  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
the  composition  of  the  NPU  Executive 
Committee  to  be  influenced  to  any  signifi- 
cant degree  by  the  multiples. 

"The  main  competition  for  the  "inde- 
pendent pharmacy'  comes  from  outside 
pharmacy  and  it  is  of  vital  importance 
that  everything  should  be  done  over  the 
next  few  years  to  maintain  a  network  of 
traditional  pharmacies  throughout  the 
country." 

Analgesics  curbs  prelude 
to  bleach,  etc? 

"Grocers  could  be  stopped  from  selling 
bleaches,  liquid  polishes  and  similar  pro- 
ducts if  the  campaign  to  ban  sale  of  anal- 
gesics through  self-service  stores  is  success- 
ful," Mr  Leonard  Reeves  Smith,  chief 
executive  of  the  National  Food  and  Drink 
Federation,  claimed  last  week  according 
to  The  Grocer. 

Mr  Reeves  Smith  was  answering  the 
charges  contained  in  the  National  Phar- 
maceutical Union's  pamphlet  "Home 
medicines — an  answer  to  hysteria"  {C&D, 
July  17,  p68).  It  was  chemists  who  were 
being  hysterical,  he  claimed.  "If  the  ban 
were  successful  they  would  create  a  par- 
tially closed  shop  for  themselves.  And 
more  people  are  killed  each  year  by  taking 
an  overdose  of  barbiturates  than  aspirin." 
Chemists  were  worried  because  they  had 
been  unable  to  compete  successfully  with 
grocers,  who  now  accounted  for  about  50 
per  cent  of  analgesics  sales. 
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Methyldopa  tablets 

The  Department  of  Health  has  agreed 
that,  for  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
where  a  pharmacist  is  unable  to  obtain 
Dopamet  tablets  to  meet  prescriptions 
ordering  methyldopa  tablets,  Aldomet  tab- 
lets may  be  supplied  and  will  be  paid  for 
by  the  Prescription  Pricing  Authority. 
Form  FPIO  must  be  endorsed  that 
Aldomet  has  been  supplied  before  being 
submitted  for  pricing.  The  agreement  will 
he  reviewed  at  the  end  of  August  in  the 
light  of  the  supply  position.  ' 

June  Register  losses  I 

There  was  a  net  loss  of  20  pharmacies  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register  last 
month  when  some  32  pharmacies  closed, 
down  and  12  were  newly  registered.  The 
new  openings  were  in  England  outside 
London,  and  the  closures  were  as  follows: 
five  in  London,  22  in  the  rest  of  England,! 
four  in  Scotland  and  one  in  Wales. 

Dispensed  medicines  warn 

"Danger — keep  locked   up  .   .   .   out  ofk 
reach  of  children"  is  the  message  on  self-l 
adhesive  labels  supplied  by  the  Greaterw 
Glasgow     Health     Board.     Nearly  300S 
chemists  in  the  area  are  to  receive  a  year'sp 
supply  of  the  labels  which  they  are  asked| 
to  affix  to  containers  of  dispensed  medi-| 
cines.  The  labels  are  printed  in  six  diflerenti 
background  colours — orange,  purple,  red,ri 
blue,  yellow  and  green.  A  new  colour  will* 
be  introduced  at  two-monthly  intervals  to 
give    fresh    impact    to    the    advice.  The 
scheme  is  costing  about  £3,000  and  is 
similar  to  that  already  operating  in  the 
Tayside  Health  Board's  area. 

Scottish  Consortium  praised 

Pharmacists  in  Peterhead,  Aberdeen,  have 
been  congratulated  by  Sir  John  Brotherton. 
chief  medical  officer,  Scottish  Home  and) 
Health  Department,  on  their  public  spirit 
in  forming  a  local  consortium  to  serve 
the  newly  opened  Peterhead  health  centre. 
The  centre  serves  a  population  of  25,000 
and  provides  a  full  range  of  services  inclu- 
ding the  pharmacy.  The  latter  is  being 
operated  by  Peterhead  Health  Centre  Con- 
sortium Ltd — a  £7,000  pharmacy  company 
controlled  by  a  consortium  of  pharmacists, 
from  the  area.  j 

'Slur'  .  .  .  continued 

The  Observer  carried  three  "anti-pharma- 
cist" letters  last  Sunday,  followmg  last 
week's  editor's  apology  to  the  profession 
for  the  "slur"  that  the  full  quantity  may 
not  always  be  dispensed  on  NHS  pre- 
scriptions {C&D,  July  17,  p68  and  July  24, 
p93).  One  letter  referred  to  a  16-month 
delay  in  obtaining  a  verdict  through  the 
FPC  complaints  procedure  (in  a  case 
against  an  optician) ;  the  second  argued 
that  the  abuse,  however  occasional,  none 
the  less  exists,  and  the  third  records  that 
after  the  "pettish  ululations  emitted  by 
pharmacists"  following  the  original  article, 
the  writer  counted  pills  prescribed  for  her 
husband  to  find  only  73  instead  of  100 — 
"Is  this  a  record?"  she  asks. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 


Meeting  sought  with  Mr  Barry  on 
controls  over  new  pharmacies 


The  need  to  prevent  a  proliferation  of 
pharmacies  arising  in  Ireland  was  stressed 
by  Mr  R.  J.  Power  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland's  July  Council  meetmg. 

Mr  Power,  the  Society's  representative 
on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  EEC 
Groupement,  reminded  Council  that  the 
Republic  was  one  of  the  few  countries 
which  had  no  legislation  to  control  the 
geographical  location  of  pharmacies.  On 
the  instructions  of  his  colleagues,  he  had 
contacted  Mr  R.  Barry,  TD,  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Minister  for  Health,  to 
arrange  that  a  delegation  from  the  Society 
and  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union  would 
be  received  to  discuss  the  situation. 

Earlier,  Mr  Power  had  reported  that  the 
Groupement's  Executive  Committee  agreed 
last  November  to  prepare  in  draft  form 
the  conditions  under  which  pharmacists 
would  be  prepared  to  accept  the  mutual 
recognition  of  diplomas  in  the  Nine  and 
each  member  country  was  asked  to  give  its 
views,  in  writing,  before  January.  The 
Society  had  duly  conveyed  its  opinion 
after  lengthy  discussions.  Because  the 
matter  dealt  with  mutual  recognition  of 
diplomas  which  would  give  the  right  of 
access  to  the  various  branches  of  phar- 
macy, it  was  clearly  necessary  to  coordi- 
nate thinking  and  it  was  decided  to  invite 
representatives  of  hospital  and  industrial 
pharmacy  for  discussions  with  the  Groupe- 
ment; two  such  meetings  had  been  held 
since  January  and  the  final  meeting,  in 
June,  had  agreed  the  basis  of  a  document. 

Western  Australian  registration 

A  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Coun- 
cil of  Western  Australia  detailed  new 
arrangements  for  the  registration  of  over- 
seas pharmacists  in  that  State.  The  letter, 
from  the  Council's  registrar,  Mr  E.  P. 
Walsh,  asked  that  the  new  provisions  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  applicants : 

"This  is  to  advise  you  that  the  Phar- 
macy Act  Amendment  Act,  1975,  came 
into  force  on  May  21,  1976.  One  of  the 
effects  of  the  Act  has  been  to  amend 
Section  21  to  provide  that  a  pharmacist 
registered  in  Great  Britain,  Northern 
Ireland  or  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  who 
wishes  to  seek  registration  in  Western 
Australia,  will  have  to  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  registering  body  to  show  that 
subsequent  to  registration  he  completed, 
normally  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
body,  a  period  of  employment  in  a  phar- 
macy as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  for  not 
less  than  one  year  and  that  he  has  com- 
pleted in  Western  Australia  a  period  of 
employment  of  not  less  than  four  weeks 
in  a  pharmacy  under  the  control  and 
supervision  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
He  will  also  be  lequired  to  sign  a  Statu- 
tory Declaration  that  he  has  studied  the 
law  governing  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
and  the  sale  of  poisons  in  (his  State." 


Mr  C.  M.  Browne,  pharmaceutical  repre- 
sentative on  the  North-Western  Health 
Board,  wrote  to  say  that  his  Board  had 
agreed  to  include  pharmacists  in  district 
care  teams  in  South  Leitrim,  Sligo,  and  the 
Inishowen  Peninsula.  The  teams  were 
being  set  up  on  a  pilot  basis  and  it  is 
intended  to  have  them  spread  over  the 
entire  North  Western  area. 

In  view  of  the  Council's  stated  policy 
on  community  care  and  the  necessity  for 
the  involvement  of  pharmacists  in  teams 
at  local  level  to  organise  community  care, 
Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  president,  urged  full  co- 
operation from  pharmacists  in  offering  their 
services  as  members  of  these  teams.  By  so 
doing  they  would  be  indicating  the  willing- 
ness of  their  profession  to  co-operate  in 
validating  health  care. 

Other  points  from  the  meeting  included: 
Mr  M.  F.  Walsh  is  to  attend  the  FIP 
assembly  in  Warsaw  and  Mr  J.  P. 
O'Donnell  was  nominated  as  a  candidate 
in  the  forthcoming  election  for  FiP's 
general  practice  section  committee. 

Register  changes 

Mrs  Margaret  Fitzpatrick  (nee  Roe), 
Assistant,  and  Mrs  Maria  M.  Sheahan  (nee 
Mclnerney),  Assistant,  were  granted  change 


of  name  in  the  Register,  marriage  certifi- 
cates having  been  submitted.  Mrs  Henri- 
etta M.  Conoplia  (nee  Kissane),  LPSI,  and 
Mr  George  Henry,  Dispensing  Chemist  & 
Druggist,  were  restored  to  the  Registers 
and  the  licence  certificates  of  Cornelius  A. 
Murphy,  John  J.  O'Donnell  and  Joseph  B. 
Fahy  were  signed  and  sealed. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  mem- 
bership of  the  Society :  Joseph  B.  Fahy, 
34  College  Road,  Galway ;  Cornelius  A. 
Murphy,  17  Abbey  View,  Monkstown,  co 
Dublin ;  and  John  J.  O'Donnell,  North 
Mall,  Westport,  co  Mayo.  The  following 
were  elected  as  Members  of  the  Society : 
Patrick  J.  Brady,  Jean  F.  Brogan,  Margaret 
A.  Brogan,  David  J.  Butler,  Joseph  P. 
Crilly,  Bridget  M.  Fitzgerald,  Joan  C.  Fitz- 
patrick, Mary  Garvey,  Eibhlin  McSweeney, 
Iain  C.  E.  Macdonald,  Mary  McAuliffe, 
Frederick  H.  P.  Matthews,  Agatha  G. 
Mitchel,  and  Abdool  H.  Moola. 

The  following  addresses  were  changed 
in  the  Registers:  Mrs  Margaret  Cox,  LPSI, 
and  Mr  Desmond  W.  Cox,  MPSI,  to  47 
Pine  Valley  Park,  Grange  Road,  Rath- 
farnham,  Dublin  14;  Mrs  Anna  M. 
O'Neill,  LPSI,  to  145  Applewood  Heights, 
Greystones,  co  Wicklow ;  Miss  Catherine 
Goldon,  MPSI,  to  47  Cabinteely  Way, 
Cabinteely,  co  Dublin;  Miss  Mary  E. 
Quinn.  MPSI,  to  35  Upper  Fitzwilliam 
Street,  Dublin  2;  Mr  Kevin  O'Gorman, 
MPSI,  to  21  Inishounaght,  Marlfield  Road, 
Clonmel;  Mr  Henry  V.  Goldon,  to  47 
Cabinteely  Way,  Cabinteely,  co  Dubhn ; 
.Mrs  Margaret  Fitzpatrick  (nee  Roe),  to 
47  Watergate,  Tallaght,  co  Dublin ;  Mrs 
Maria  Sheahan  (nee  Mclnerney),  to  10 
Lissadell  Drive,  Clareview,  Limerick ;  Miss 
Sheila  O'Keetfe,  MPSI,  to  O'Hanlon's 
Pharmacy,  53  South  Main  Street,  Youghal, 
CO  Cork. 


Inspector's  visit  leads  to 
two  court  appearances 

Joseph  O'Connor  (Nenagh)  Ltd  were  pro- 
secuted by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  at  Nenagh  District  Court  on  July 
15  following  an  inspection  of  Nenagh 
Shopping  Centre  by  the  Society's  inspector, 
Mr  P.  Cummins,  last  October.  A  number 
of  summonses  were  brought  under  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts:  for  keeping 
open  shop  without  qualified  staff ;  for 
unlawful  sale  of  a  poison ;  for  failing  to 
reply  to  a  statutory  letter;  and  for  usmg 
the  restricted  title,  "chemist".  Total  fines, 
costs  and  expenses  amounted  to  £104  76. 

The  Justice  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
penalties  would  act  as  a  deterrent  to  others 
but  he  said  he  had  taken  into  account  that 
all  the  offences  arose  from  one  incident 
and  that  there  had  been  two  previous 
prosecutions  arising  out  of  the  same  inci- 
dent brought  by  the  Mid-Western  Health 
Board.  The  title  "chemist"  had  been 
removed  prior  to  the  hearing. 

Arising  out  of  the  same  inspection,  the 
Mid-Western  Health  Board  had  issued  two 
summonses  for  breaches  of  the  Medical 
Preparations  (Control  of  Sale)  Regulations 
1966.  In  this  case,  which  was  heard  in 
Nenagh  District  Court  on  June  29,  the 
same  defendant  company  had  been  fined 
£25  plus  £12  50  costs  on  each  of  two 
summonses  for  sale  of  a  product  contain- 
ing a  Schedule  2  preparation  by  an  un- 
qualified person  and  failure  to  have  the 


container  labelled  with  the  name  and 
address  of  the  vendor.  £11  expenses  were 
allowed  to  the  Board,  making  a  total  of 
fines,  costs  and  expenses  of  £86. 

New  salary  scales 

The  new  salary  scales  recommended  by 
the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union  have  now 
been  published.  Applicable  from  June  I, 
they  are  as  follows : 
Phariuaceiiiical  cliemisis 
Scale  A,  pharmacists  employed  in  their 
primary  professional  role  only  (also  locum 
rate): 

First  year  £3,626  40 

Second  year  £3,755  93 

Third  year  £3,885  47 

Fourth  year  £4,143-77 
Fifth  year  £4,337  95 

Scale  B,  pharmacists  who,  in  addition  to 
their  primary  professional  role,  have  a 
managerial  function:  £4,532  12 

Scale  C,  registered  druggists  :  £2,589  64 
Qualified  Assistants 

First  year  £39  93 

Second  year  £41-64 
Third  year  £4316 
Fourth  year  £45  00 

Fifth  year  £45  88 

Unqualified  Assistants 
Who  have  served  a  three  year  apprentice- 
ship commenced  after  1959  and  completed 
a  course  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy: 
£36  54;  £37  25;  £39-54;  £41-65. 
Who  completed  their  apprenticeship  before 
1959:  £41-65. 
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GMS  report  sets  out  ways 
of  cutting  drugs  bill 


There  is  no  single  action  which  can  solve 
the  problem  of  Ihe  cost  of  drugs  to  the 
General  Medical  Service,  according  to  a 
report  published  earlier  this  month.  How- 
ever, all  involved  should  be  continually 
aware  of  the  need  to  review  the  situation 
constantly  it  recommends. 

The  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on 
Prescribing  and  Dispensing  in  the  General 
Medical  Service  (Stationery  Office,  £0  35), 
states  that  those  recommendations  to 
effect  an  improvement  in  the  drug  bill 
relate  to  the  possibility  of  reducing  the 
basic  cost  of  the  drugs  available  and  to 
reducing  the  quantities  consumed.  It  con- 
siders that  the  State  should  initially  discuss 
with  the  pharmaceutical  industry  the  com- 
parability of  prices  in  Ireland  and  in  other 
countries ;  it  also  makes  recommendations 
aimed  at  making  doctors  more  aware  of 
the  need  to  keep  prescribing  to  a  minimum 
and  to  have  regard  to  its  cost  and  aimed 
at  changing  public  attitudes  towards  the 
need  for  drugs. 

Overprescribing 

The  report  states  that  there  is  evidence 
that  a  number  of  GMS  doctors  overpre- 
scribe  to  a  significant  extent.  "This  over- 
prescribing  mainly  consists  in  prescribing 
too  many  items,  prescribing  excessive 
quantities,  constantly  prescribing  the  more 
expensive  drugs  without  regard  to  tl'-eir 
cost  and  in  the  case  of  some  patients  pre- 
scribing more  than  one  drug  with  the  same 
action."  However,  while  the  majority  of 
doctors  prescribed  in  a  reasonable  manner 
"they  are  under  constant  pressure  from 
the  public  to  prescribe  drugs  which  are 
not  really  necessary."  The  working  party 
rejected  the  suggestion  that  a  small  charge 
be  made  on  the  patient  for  each  item 
prescribed  as  a  means  of  rectifying  the 
situation  because  the  people  entitled  to 
the  service  are  the  poorest  section  of  the 
community. 

Other  proposals  about  controlling  the 
drugs  bill  which  were  discussed  and 
rejected  included  a  restriction  on  the  drugs 
which  could  be  prescribed  under  the 
GMS;  the  pharmacist  being  paid  for  one 
month's  supply  only ;  and  the  supply  of 
generic  equivalents  by  pharmacists. 

On  the  former  suggestion,  it  was  noted 
that  about  62  approved  names  accounted 
for  about  60  per  cent  of  the  items  pre- 
scribed under  the  service,  which  may 
suggest  that  the  limitation  of  the  number 
of  drugs  on  the  market  would  not  impose 
any  great  hardship.  However,  the  £25- 
£30m  cost  of  drugs  sold  in  Ireland  had  to 
be  considered  in  the  context  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  pharmaceutical  industry  with  a 
considerable  export  market.  As  for  the 
GMS  itself,  a  limited  list  of  drugs  would 
discriminate  against  the  service's  users  and 
make  available  to  them  a  less  comprehen- 
sive range  of  therapeutic  treatment  than  is 


currently  available  to  the  community  as 
a  whole  as  well  as  producing  practical 
difficulties  for  doctors  and  pharmacists. 

On  the  proposal  to  pay  pharmacists  for 
only  one  month's  supply,  it  was  noted  that 
normally  not  more  than  a  month's  supply 
was  dispensed  at  one  time,  and  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  opinion  was  that  that 
situation  would  continue.  However,  it  was 
recommended  that  a  system  of  post-dated 
prescriptions  be  arranged  which  would 
ensure  that  the  patient  did  not  have  to 
return  to  the  doctor  every  month  but 
would  still  be  able  to  obtain  his  prescrip- 
tion from  the  pharmacist  at  monthly 
intervals. 

The  general  view  of  the  working  party 
on  the  supply  of  generic  equivalents  for 
branded  products  by  pharmacists  was  '.hat 
i;  was  not  practical  to  require  pharmacists 
to  dispense  such  equivalents ;  apart  from 
medical  objections,  pharmacists  objected 
to  their  having  to  provide  generic  equiva- 
lents which  they  might  feel  were  not  in 
many  cases  as  satisfactory  as  the  pre- 
scribed products.  However,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties,  the  working  party  suggested 
that  if  the  doctor  was  satisfied  that  there 
is  an  effective  generic  equivalent,  then  he 
may  contintie  to  prescribe  in  generic. 

Pharmacist  representatives 

The  working  party  included  representa- 
tives of  Government,  pharmaceutical, 
medical,  and  industry,  organisations  and 
health  boards.  Mr  J.  P.  Burke  and  Mr 
T.  O'Malley  represented  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  and  Mr  J.  F.  O'Grady 
and  Mr  P.  O'Sullivan  the  Pharmaceutical, 
Chemical  and  Allied  Industries  Associa- 
tion ;  Mr  R.  Shaw,  pharmacist,  General 
Medical  Services  (Payments)  Board  was 
also  a  member.  The  working  party's 
other  recommendations  are  as  follows: 

□  Discussions  should  take  place  between 
the  Department  of  Health,  the  National 
Drugs  Advisory  Board  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical, Chemical  and  Allied  Industries 
Association  regarding  the  advertising  and 
promotion  of  prescribable  products. 

□  Health  boards  should  consider  the 
possibility  of  public  health  nurses  distribu- 
ting certain  items  to  selected  long  term 
patients. 

□  Medical  students  should  be  given  an 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  relative  cost, 
therapeutic  effectiveness,  possible  inter- 
actions and  side  effects  of  products,  and 
therapeutic  medicine  should  be  given  a 
greater  prominence  in  final  examinations. 

□  Doctors  who  are  accepted  as  teachers 
of  general  practice  should  be  seen  to  be 
effective  and  cost-conscious  pre^cribers. 

□  Current  prices  of  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts should  be  available  in  hospital  wards 
for  the  information  of  prescribing  doctors 
and  in  each  hospital  a  committee  com- 
prising  the   hospital  specialists  and  the 


pharmacists  should  be  set  up  to  establish 
the  most  appropriate  drugs  for  each  of  the 
major  therapeutic  activities. 

□  With  regard  to  medical  journals  the 
working  party  considered  that  the  Drug 
and  Therapeutics  Bulletin  was  a  particu- 
larly objective  publication  and  should  be 
read  by  prescribers.  As  a  useful  reference 
document  it  should  be  made  available  to 
Junior  Hospital  Doctors. 

□  The  formulary  at  present  being  pre- 
pared by  the  Eastern  Health  Board  should 
be  considered  on  its  publication  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  health  boards 
for  possible  issue  to  all  doctors  in  practice. 

□  A  comparative  price  list  of  the  most 
regularly  used  drugs  should  be  drawn  up 
under  appropriate  therapeutic  headings. 
The  prices  should  be  set  out  in  terms  of 
cost  per  course  of  treatment  and  the  list 
would  be  issued  regularly  to  doctors  in  the 
General  Medical  Service  and  to  other 
doctors  who  request  it. 

□  Bar-charts  should  be  prepared  on  regu- 
iariy  prescribed  products  in  the  scheme 
giving  comparative  prices  of  these  drugs 
and  medicines  which  have  similar  action. 
The  General  Medical  Services  (Payments) 
Board  might  prepare  the  bar-charts  for 
inclusion  in  medical  publications. 

CI  Short  articles  on  the  comparative 
therapeutic  efl'ectiveness  of  specific  pro- 
ducts could  be  written  by  doctors  and 
published  in  medical  journals. 

□  Doctors  practising  in  the  General 
Medical  Service  should  continue  to  receive 
from  the  health  boards  detailed  informa- 
tion on  their  visiting  and  prescribing  pat- 
terns with  some  indication  of  how  slight 
changes  in  prescribing  can  lead  to  savings. 

'Meet  with  pharmacists' 

□  General  practitioners  should  meet  regu- 
larly amongst  themselves  to  discuss  their 
prescribing  patterns  and  keep  up  to  date 
on  modern  developments  in  therapcLtic 
medicine.  They  should  also  meet,  again 
on  a  regular  basis,  with  local  pharmacists 
to  discuss  mutual  problems. 

□  Seminars  on  prescribing  between  health 
board  staffs  and  local  doctors  participating 
in  the  scheme  could  be  held  at  county  or 
health  board  level  and  officers  of  the 
General  Medical  Services  (Payments) 
Board  could  also  attend  such  seminars. 

□  Regular  discussions  should  also  fake 
place  between  hospital  staffs  and  general 
practitioners.  Clinical  pharmacologists  and 
consultants  who  are  especially  interested 
in  clinical  pharmacology  could  also  attend 
such  meetings. 

□  To  avoid  possible  dangers  to  patients' 
health  the  working  party  strongly  urges 
doctors  that  when  prescribing  they  should 
set  out  the  required  strength  and  quantity 
for  each  prescription  giving  clear  instruc- 
tions to  the  patient  on  manner  and  fre- 
quency of  consumption. 

□  Regular  media  advertising  should  be 
undertaken  by  the  Health  Education 
Bureau  in  conjunction  with  the  medical 
profession  to  reduce  the  unnecessary  use 
and  demand  for  drugs.  Local  discussion 
groups  involving  parents,  teachers,  phar- 
macists and  doctors  should  be  held  to 
discuss  problems  arising  from  the  unneces- 
sary consumption  of  medicines. 

□  Health  boards  should  undertake  a 
detailed  examination  of  the  stock  order 
sector  of  the  pharmaceutical  services  to 
control  costs  and  eliminate  wastage. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Weleda  on  nationwide 
commercial  radio 

now! 


Order  Weleda 

products 
on  bonus  from 
Sangers 

and 
Vestric 

Sole  Distributors: 

Cairngrange  Ltd, 
10  Hans  Crescent,  London  SWL 

Tel:  584  3456/3986 
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EYE  PREB\RATIONS 


Albucid 


a  logical 


alternative  for 
infected  eyes. 

Eye  drops  and  ointment  containing  sulphacetamide  sodium. 


Pharmaceuticals,  Toiletnes 
Hospital  Supplies 


Full  prescribing  information  available  from  Nicholas  Laboratories  Limited,  Slough  SL1  4AU. 


Albucid  is  a  trade  mark. 
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People 


Mr  Fred  Gregory,  known  throughout 
Northern  Ireland  as  "Mr  Beecham"  and 
at  Beecham  Proprietaries  as  "Mr 
Ireland",  is  retiring  after  32  years  with 
the  company.  Mr  Gregory,  who  is  66,  was 
employed  in  1945  to  sell  Macleans 
toothpaste  to  chemists  in  Northern 
Ireland.  He  became  an  area  manager  in 
1949  and  has  since  then  been  respon- 
sible for  the  sales  of  all  Beecham 
toiletries  and  proprietary  medicines  to 
chemists  in  the  province.  As  a  farewell 
gift  he  was  presented  with  his  new 
company  car  by  regional  sales  manager, 
Mr  Tom  Ford  (right). 

Dr  T.  D.  Whittet  at  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries soiree  last  week  commemorated  the 
fact  that  he  was  the  first  pharmacist  to  be 
elected  to  the  Court  of  Assistants  by  pre- 
senting the  Society  with  a  specie  jar  bear- 
ing the  arms  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians. The  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  Mrs  Bannerman  were  among 
the  guests  present. 

Deaths 

Geddes:  On  July  18  at  hospital,  Mr  John 
Viiirray  Geddes,  MPS,  12  Holehouse 
Road,  Largs,  Ayrshire.  Mr  Geddes  quah- 
f.ed  in  1929. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  Welsh  Pricing  Committee  has 
moved  to  Caradog  House,  1  St  Andrew's 
Place,  Cardiff  CFl  3PW  (telephone  Cardiff 
372611-5). 

G  The  Consumer  Credit  Licensing 
(Appeals)  Regulations  1976  (SI  1976,  no 
837,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0-22),  which 
came  into  effect  on  June  28,  describe  the 
way  in  which  appeals  may  be  made  under 
section  41  of  the  Consumer  Credit  Act 
1974. 

□  The  maximum  support  for  research 
available  under  the  small  grants  scheme 
offered  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
the  Welsh  Office  has  been  increased  to 
£30,000.  Grants  up  to  this  amount  may 
be  awarded  for  proposals  for  research  of 
up  to  three  years'  duration  in  the  health 
and  personal  social  services ;  further 
details  from  the  secretary  to  the  Small 
Grants  Committee,  DHSS,  Room  A216 
Alexander  Fleming  House,  Elephant  and 
Castle,  London  SEl. 
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Ibpical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 

Selling  drugs 

Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman  (president.  Pharmaceutical  Society)  is  reported  as 
saying  tliat  big  business  is  operating  against  the  public  interest  by 
endeavouring  to  sell  too  many  drugs  (p92).  The  same  practice  is  followed 
in  the  advertising  of  cigarettes,  in  which  enormous  sums  of  money  are 
spent  in  boosting  the  sales  of  a  product  which  carries  a  Government  health 
warning.  Certainly,  the  campaign  by  the  industry  has  been  carried  out 
vigorously  and  has  been  aimed  at  securing  as  many  sales  outlets  as 
possible. 

The  president  said:  "It  is  certainly  in  the  interests  of  the  drug  firms  and 
the  supermarkets  to  sell  more  analgesics  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  in  the 
pharmacists'  interest  to  encourage  the  public  to  buy  more  drugs.  But  it  is 
not  in  the  public's  interest."  Nor,  i  suggest,  would  it  be  in  the  long  term 
interest  of  the  pharmacist  if  he  were  to  come  to  regard  the  sale  of 
analgesics  in  the  same  way  as  the  industry,  the  supermarkets  and  the 
National  Food  and  Drink  Federation.  If  the  pharmacist  is  to  be  regarded — 
and  to  regard  himself — as  acting  protectively  by  his  responsible  attitude  to 
the  sale  of  medicines,  arising  out  of  the  knowledge  he  has  of  the  effects  of 
many  preparations,  he  must  not  allow  his  professional  reputation  to  be 
undermined  by  the  wiles  of  an  industry  which  makes  it  more  apparent  as  the 
days  go  by  that  the  sales  graph  is  all. 

Press  publicity 

I  missed  the  article  in  The  Observer  \Nh\ch  appears  to  have  raised 
pharmaceutical  hackles  throughout  the  country.  It  is  quite  some  time  since 
I  reached  the  conclusion  that  I  could  spend  my  money  and  my  time  more 
profitably  on  Sundays,  and  having  ceased  to  buy  the  newspaper  in  question, 
I  quickly  discovered  that  I  was  able  to  rub  along  without  any  Sunday 
papers  at  all.  Enough  of  the  article  was  published  in  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  to  indicate  the  scope  of  the  material  to  which  exception  was  taken, 
and  there  are  a  few  aspects  I  find  difficult  to  understand. 

Firstly,  the  editor  of  the  paper  admits  that  the  writer  of  the  article  "was 
describing  one  incident  from  her  own  experience,  and  reporting  one  doctor 
who  described  it  as  common  practice."  ("It"  being  the  allegation  that  many 
pharmacists  fail  to  supply  the  full  quantity  prescribed  on  NHS  prescriptions). 
It  surprises  me  that  the  article  was  based  on  one  incident  from  the  writer's 
own  experience.  Are  we  to  take  it  that  the  editor  knew  that  the  scurrilous 
material  was  based  on  that?  If  so,  then  an  apology  accomplishes  little.  If  the 
editor  did  not  know  the  foundation  for  the  article,  why  did  it  appear  at  ail? 
Surely,  before  anything  of  the  kind  appears  in  print  some  steps  are  taken  to 
authenticate  the  information? 

Short  supply 

It  would  be  wrong  to  suggest  that  there  are  no  occasions  on  which  it  is 
impossible  to  complete  a  prescription  at  the  time  of  dispensing,  but  that  is 
quite  another  matter  and  not  at  all  the  subject  of  the  allegations.  We 
constantly  meet  the  greater  demand  for  a  preparation  brought  about  by  the 
visit  to  the  doctors  in  the  area  of  a  persuasive  representative  who,  we 
sometimes  discover,  has  succeeded  beyond  his  wildest  dreams. 

What  has  been  an  adequate  stock  for  normal  purposes  vanishes  in  half- 
an-hour,  and  the  customer  has  to  make  a  return  visit.  It  is  good  practice  to 
inform  him  verbally  of  the  reason  for  the  inability  to  supply  in  full,  and  to 
provide  documentary  evidence  at  the  time  of  the  quantity  to  follow,  even 
if  the  messenger  is  just  the  friendly  neighbour — or  perhaps  because  it  is  the 
friendly  neighbour. 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Photographic 

Home  processing  range  extended 

A  range  of  equipment  specifically  de- 
signed for  the  amateur  photographer  to 
use  with  photographic  papers  coated  with 
resin  or  polythene  is  being  introduced  by 
Paterson  Products  Ltd.  The  range  includes 
a  high  speed  washer  (£11-26),  RC  print 
Squeegee  (£4-75),  and  rapid  print  drying 
rack  (£6-99). 

The  washer,  moulded  from  high  impact 
styrene  in  two  tones  of  grey,  consists  of 
a  shallow  tray  I2i  X  17iin  designed  to 
give  a  rapid  flow  of  water  and  to  ensure 
turbulence  so  that  no  areas  of  the  print 
are  left  undisturbed.  It  handles  one  12  X 
16in  or  11  X  14in  paper  or,  with  the  use 
of  separators  provided,  two  8  X  lOin  or 
four  5  X  7in  prints  at  a  time.  Washing 
times  of  four  minutes  for  black  and  white 
or  less  than  one  minute  for  colour  prints, 
give  maximum  water  economy. 

Drying  aids  for  coated  papers 

Resin  or  polythene  coated  papers  absorb 
water  6nly  in  the  thin  emulsion  layer, 
thus  drying  is  rapid  provided  all  surplus 
water  is  removed.  The  RC  print  Squeegee, 
with  an  effective  blade  length  of  9in,  is 
designed  to  remove  such  water  efficiently 
on  prints  up  to  16  X  20in ;  the  makers 
claim  it  is  impossible  to  put  excessive 
pressure  on  the  blades  and  so  damage  the 
prints  as  the  pressure  is  controlled  by 
spring  loading. 

The  drying  rack,  moulded  from  light 
grey  styrene  with  dark  grey  feet,  allows 
five  12  X  16  or  11  X  14in,  or  ten  8  X 
lOin  prints  to  dry  at  normal  room  tem- 
perature and  with  a  maximum  of  air 
circulation  by  supporting  them  on  their 
edge.  If  larger  numbers  of  prints  require 
drying,  two  of  the  13  X  12  X  9in  racks 
can  be  joined  together. 

Paterson  are  also  introducing  a  set  of 
16  colour  printing  filters  (£15-12)  made 
from  tough  polyester  film  for  greater 
resistance  to  heat,  with  the  additional 
advantage  that  they  can  be  rinsed  in  water 


Three  of  the  new 
products  in 
Paterson's 
extended  range  of 
home  processing 
photographic 
equipment: 
Washer  with 
separators, 
Squeegee,  and 
print  dryer,  all 
designed  for  use 
with  resin  or 
polythene  coated 
papers  (see 
above) 


to  remove  grit  or  dust  particles.  The  set 
comprises  five  yellow,  five  magenta,  four 
cyan,  a  combined  yellow  and  magenta 
filter,  and  an  ultra  violet  absorbing  filter, 
all  packed  in  three  storage  wallets  inside 
an  outer  17  X  3|m  red  plastic  wallet, 
together  with  a  simple  dial  exposure 
calculator  and  instruction  leaflet. 

Two  new  kits  for  processing  colour 
negative  films  and  colour  papers  extend 
ihe  Paterson  chemicals  range.  Acucolor  2 
(£7-26)  will  process  Kodacolor  11,  Veri- 
color  11,  Fuji  F-11  and  similar  films — up 
to  12  full  length  35mm  or  120  films  per 
kit — and  the  solution  for  the  three  chemi- 
cal steps  and  stabiliser  are  supplied  as 
liquid  concentrates.  Acucolor  3  (£6  77)  is 
for  papers  such  as  Kodak  Ektacolor 
37RC  or  Fujicolor  type  8907  and  concen- 
trates for  processing  up  to  20  8  X  lOin 
prints  in  a  drum  are  included  (Paterson 
Products  Ltd,  UK  distributor  Rollei  (UK) 
Ltd,  Donington  Industrial  Estate,  Welling- 
borough, Northants). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Lasting  fragrance  from  Lapidus 

Vu,  a  fragrance  launched  in  France  last 
year  by  couturier  Ted  Lapidus,  is  being 
introduced  to  the  UK  in  September. 
"Delicate  flowery  notes"  have  been  com- 
bined with  woods  to  create  "warmth  and 
sensuality".  Vu  eau  de  toilette  (2oz,  £3-25  ; 
4oz,  £4-85;  atomisers,  20g,  £1-95,  56g, 
£3 -25)  is  said  lo  behave  like  perfume  and 
this  lasting  quality  can  be  tested  by  intro- 
ductory eau  de  toilette  atomisers  (42g. 
£1-65)  available  packed  in  16's  with  a 
dispenser.  Counter  dispensers  are  offered 
for  the  whole  range  (perfume,  ioz,  £5 -60; 
ioz,  £9-50;  oil,  20ml  £2-95;  talcum, 
!20g,  £1-30),  including  the  introductory 
atomisers,  and  there  is  an  illuminated 
window  display. 

Bottles  and  atomisers  have  a  sleek,  con- 
temporary design,  with  dark  red  caps  and 
gold  letlering.  Advertising  takes  Ihe  theme 

*    *       *+*  *** 


"Ted  Lapidus  loves  you  all  over",  in  t..,  ' 
television  campaigns  between  October  and  i 
Christmas,  and  in  Vogue,  Harper's  and  t 
Cosmopolitan  (Lancome  (England)  Ltd,  14  , 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  WIX  GAD). 


Revlon  protection 

An  addition  to  all-weather  make-up  from 
Fevlon,  lip  moisturiser  (£100),  is  being 
introduced  in  natural  shades  of  brown, 
coral  and  pink,  and  as  a  natural  lipstick, 
replacing  transparent  moisturising  lip  con- 
ditioner in  their  range.  The  three-part 
formula  is  described  as  a  core  of  concen- 
trated conditioners,  protective  sunscreen 
and  moisturisers. 

Fabu-nail  (£1-20),  a  protective  nail  har- 
dener that  "goes  on  like  an  enamel — as 
base  coat,  top  coat,  or  by  itself"  is  being 
introduced  at  the  same  time.  Available  as 
clear  or  frosted  gloss  it  is  said  to  be 
unique  because  it  is  non-yellowing. 

This  summer  stores  will  be  offering 
Charlie  accessories,  already  on  sale 
through  selected  outlets.  T-shirts,  jeans, 
belts  and  bags  containing  Charlie  products 
are  available  for  purchase  with  any  item 
tvom  the  fragrance  range  (Revlon  Inter- 
national, 86  Brook  Street,  London  Wl). 


Almay  provide  extra  cover 

Another  hypo-allergenic  foundation  cream. 
Extra  Cover  !40cc,  £105),  is  being 
launched  by  Almay  in  mid-October.  While 
stocks  last  an  introductory  half-size  tube 
i20cc,  £0  53)  will  be  offered  and  eight 
shades  are  to  be  available :  moon  beige, 
honey  beige,  ivory,  peach,  sun  beige,  gol- 
den beige,  tan  and  copper.  Almay  promise 
"all  the  things  an  up-to-date  complete 
make-up  should  do"  will  be  provided  and  I 
the  user  may  vary  the  amount  of  coverage 
in  application  (Almay  (London,  New 
York),  225  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Berks). 

Lon  tanning  creme 

An  American  preparation,  Cabot's  moist- 
urising tanning  creme  (£2  20),  is  being 
introduced  by  Lon.  A  non-greasy  blend  of 
cocoa  butter,  aloe,  vitamin  E  and  para- 
amino  benzoic  acid,  it  is  said  to  be  non- 
greasy  and  give  maximum  protection  from 
the  sun's  burning  rays  (Lon  (UK)  Ltd.  79 
Powis  Terrace,  London  Wll). 


Ovismen 

The  low-dose  oral  contraceptive  being 
reintroduced  by  Ortho  Pharmaceutical  Ltd 
(last  week,  p98)  is  named  Ovismen  and  not 
as  stated.  It  is  supplied  in  a  "pushpack"  of 
21  tablets  (£0  36  trade). 
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Lil-lets  fill  a 
market  'gap' 


A  new  "mini"  size  tampon,  designed  to 
appeal  particularly  to  younger  girls,  is 
being  launched  next  month  as  an  addition 
to  the  Lil-lets  current  range  of  regular, 
super  and  super-plus — which  is  itself  to 
have  a  "face-lift" 

Lilia-White  Ltd,  Charford  Mills,  Bir- 
mingham 8,  believe  they  have  identified  a 
"gap"  in  the  tampon  market  as  a  result  of 
their  research  into  why  the  15-19  age 
group  were  turnmg  to  the  new  loopless 
towels  rather  than  tampons,  at  a  time 
when  the  tampon  market  as  a  whole  was 
showing  growth.  They  discovered  that 
although  girls  tend  to  switch  to  tampons 
at  about  16,  many  have  previously  tried 
this  method  of  sanitary  protection  when 
experiencing  their  first  period — but  found 
difficulty  with  insertion.  The  new  "mini" 
tampon  is  designed  to  overcome  that  diffi- 
culty; it  is  much  smaller  than  any  of  the 
other  size  tampon  products  currently  avail- 
able but  retains  the  unique  Lil-lets  pro- 
perty of  "width-ways"  expansion.  The 
product  is  also  expected  to  appeal  to 
women  having  light  periods,  many  of  them 
users  of  oral  contraceptives. 

European  success 

In  Germany  Carl  Hahn,  the  company 
from  whom  Lilia-White  licence  Lil-lets, 
launched  their  own  "mini"  tampon  four 
years  ago  and  it  is  already  contributing 
11  per  cent  of  total  tampon  sales.  Data 
from  research  carried  out  by  both  com- 
panies showed  the  difference  in  tampon 
usership  between  users  in  the  UK  and 
Germany. 

UK  Germany 
%  using  %  using 

tampons  tampons 
10-12  years  9  37 

13-15  years  24  57 

16-18  years  74  78 

Lil-lets  "mini"  will  be  backed  by  £50,000 
consumer  promotion  and  during  September 
all  packs  will  be  marked  "special  price 
lOp" — half  the  expected  normal  price. 
Initially  the  product  will  be  available 
only  in  10s  but  a  20s  pack  is  planned. 


depending  upon  product  performance. 
Major  advertising  will  commence  early  in 
1977  once  distribution  is  completed. 

Lilia-White  say  that  in  1975  Lil-lets  held 
a  35  per  cent  share  of  the  £15  million 
tampon  market  (25  per  cent  in  grocers 
and  43  per  cent  in  chemists)  and  "mini" 
IS  expected  to  restore  the  brand's  competi- 
tive edge  in  the  15-19  age  group.  Experi- 
ence in  Germany  has  shown  that  "mini" 
users  are  new  tampon  users,  thus  creating 
extra  brand  sales — and  Lilia-White  are 
hoping  their  four-absorbency  range  v/ill 
be  boosted  in  its  bid  for  brand  leadership. 

Fashionable  packs 

The  "mini"  will  appear  in  a  "fresher, 
more  modern  look"  which  is  being  given 
to  the  whole  Lil-lets  range.  The  back- 
ground blue  colour  has  been  replaced  by 
a  fashionable  blue  "denim"  and  the  Lil- 
lets  logo  style,  virtually  unchanged  for  22 
years,  has  been  given  a  stronger  cleaner 
look,  though  still  retaining  the  elements 
of  the  old  styling. 

Colour  codings  for  the  established 
absorbencies  are  the  same — yellow  for 
regular,  pink  for  super  and  green  for 
super-plus,  but  instead  of  an  identification 
strip  on  the  pack  they  have  been  replaced 
by  coloured  flower  patches  on  the  denim 
background.  The  "mini"  will  be  coded  in 
pale  blue  flowers.  In  addition,  fuller  infor- 
mation on  each  product  has  been  incor- 
porated on  to  the  back  of  the  pack. 

Dr  White's  and  Lilia  promotions 

Also  announced  by  Lilia-White  are 
consumer  promotions  for  Dr  White's  and 
Lilia.  Five  million  Dr  White's  packs  will 
be  flashed  "50p  off  a  Gossard  Wonderbra" 
and  each  will  contain  a  coupon  entitling 
the  purchaser  to  obtain  an  exclusive  light- 
weight Wonderbra  for  £1-95  direct  from 
a  handling  house.  For  Lilia  there  is 
another  on-pack  offer — consumers  who 
buy  two  of  the  special  packs  will  obtain 
a  voucher  entitling  them  to  a  third  pack 
free  in  return  for  the  two  pack  fronts. 


onW 
next  week 


Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Anadin:  All  areas 

Aquafresh:  So 

Blue-guard:  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Brylcreem:  All  except  Ln,  E,  CI 

Crest:  All  except  So,  G,  E 

Divi-dent:  All  except  Ln 

Euthymol  Original:  Ln,  So 

Gumption  liquid:  Ln,  So,  A 

J-cloths;  Ln,  So,  A 

Macleans:  Y,  NE 

Mum:  All  except  E 

PLJ:  All  except  U 

Ribena:  All  except  U 

Scholl  footsprays:  All  except  Lc,  Y,  U,  E 

Slender:  All  except  E 

Steradent:  All  except  E 

Super  Poly-grip:  Ln,  M,  Sc,  So,  A,  G 

Tegrin  Herbal:  Ail  except  E 


OUT  OF 


WON'T  GO! 


Denclen  sales  are  booming.  50^  up. 

Do  your  stocks  reflect  this  increase 
in  demand  ? 

The  public  complains  to  us  when 
they  find  chemists'  Denclen 
shelves  empty. 

But  what  can  we  do? 

Only  ask  you,  please,  to  CHECK 
YOUR  DENCLEN  STOCK  NOW  ! 


DENCLEN 


THE  FASTEST  GROWING 
LIQUID  DENTURE  CLEANSER 
ON  THE  MARKET 
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Admune  with  new  strains 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co  Ltd,  Birkbeck 
Street,  London  E2  6LA,  have  announced 
that  this  season  Admune  will  be  available 
as  a  trivalent  vaccine  containing  the 
influenza  strains  recommended  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation  and  which 
have  been  inactivated  by  beta-propiolac- 
tone  (ampoules  each  containing  0-5ml, 
£1-60,  trade;  multidose  vials  sufficient  for 
10  doses,  £14-70,  trade).  The  vaccine, 
purified  by  zonal  centrifugation,  contains 
in  each  0-5ml  dose:  A /New  Jersey/ 8/76 
(HswlNl)  (Swine)  400iu,  A/ Victoria/3/75 
ili,U.)  400iu,  and  B/Hong  Kong/8/73 
360iu. 

The  company  have  also  announced  the 
mtroduction  of  a  new  500ml  presen- 
tation of  Extil  compound  linctus  (£1-70, 
trade),  to  replace  the  150ml  pack,  stocks 
of  which  are  now  exhausted. 

Influvac  reformuiated 

Duphar  Laboratories  Ltd,  Gaters  Hill, 
West  End,  Southampton,  have  changed  the 
formulation  of  Influvac  for  1976-77  to 
contain  the  following:  400iu  A/New 
Jersey/8/76,  400iu  A/Victoria/3/75,  and 
360iu  B/Hong  Kong/8/73.  The  vaccine  is 
to  be  available  as  single  dose  OSml 
ampoules  (£1'60,  trade)  and  5ml  vials 
(£14-70,  trade). 

Defencin  CP 

The  change  in  packaging  of  Defencin 
recently  announced  {C&D,  July  3,  pi 2)  is 
to  a  "compliance  pack"  (Defencin  CP) 
which  identifies  am  and  pm  dosage  and 
day  of  the  week,  it  is  pointed  out  by 
Bristol  J^aboratories,  Langley,  Slough. 

Hymosa  travel  pack 

Bottles  (25cc)  of  Hymosa  mild  milky 
cleanser,  herbal  skin  freshener  and  bio- 
chemic  moisturising  lotion  are  being  boxed 
in  clear  plastic,  as  a  travel  pack  (£0-95) 
for  the  holiday  season  by  New  Era 
Laboratories  Ltd,  39  Wales  Farm  Road, 
London  W3  6XH. 

Will<inson  Sword  scissors 

Television  advertising  for  their  recently 
introduced  range  of  scissors  will  be  tested 
in  the  Midlands  area  by  Wilkinson  Sword 
Ltd,  Sword  House,  Totteridge  Road,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks.  Two  four-week  bursts 
leading  up  to  Christmas  will  be  backed  by 
advertising  in  "home-interest"  magazines. 

Selected  scissors  from  the  lightweight 
stainless  steel  range  were  available  through 
hardware  stores  before  the  June  introduc- 
tion to  pharmacy  outlets.  In  the  range  now 
available  are:  general  purpose  (£3  50), 
kitchen  (£3  05).  dressmaking  (£5-24)  and 
needlework  (£2  70)  scissors.  All  except  the 
needlework  scissors,  introduced  in  June, 
have  moulded  handles  and  are  therefore 
available  with  left  or  right-hand  grips, 
coloured  red  and  orange  respectively. 
Kitchen  scissors  for  left-handers  are  also 
a  recent  introduction. 


Lucozade  promotions 

Consumers  are  being  offered  a  personalised 
photograph  album,  for  mothers  to  record 
growth  of  their  children,  with  a  Lucozade 
foil  cap  and  £3  99  (value,  over  £6  00).  In- 
store  leaflets  with  dispensers  are  available 
and  colour  advertisements  will  be  appear- 
ing in  August  and  September  issues  of 
Mother.  Beecham  Foods,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
TW8  9BD,  are  aiming  the  promotion  at 
pregnant  women  and  mothers  of  young 
children,  who  account  for  an  estimated  25 
per  cent  of  Lucozade  sales. 

From  September  5,000,000  Angel  Delight 
packs  will  carry  3p-ofi  Lucozade  coupons, 
redeemable  against  26-oz  bottles. 

Body  Trimmer  distributors 

Market  Mashal  Ltd,  Witham  CM8  3TS, 
Essex,  are  distributors  for  the  Body  Trim- 
mer exerciser,  not  as  given  last  week  (p98). 

Supersoft  powerboat 

All  five  variants  of  Supersoft  shampoo 
are  to  be  available  in  a  250cc  size  (£0-65), 
with  an  introductory  price  of  £0-52  and 
promotional  allowances  to  the  trade. 
Reckitt  Products,  Stoneferry  Road,  Hull 
HU8  8DD,  say  50  per  cent  of  shampoo 
sterling  sales,  in  a  market  now  valued  at 
£38m,  are  now  of  bottles  of  lOOcc  plus, 
and  20  per  cent  of  200cc  and  over. 

"Miss  Supersoft  shampoo",  a  power- 
boat painted  with  Supersoft  colours  and 
logo,  IS  competing  in  off-shore  events  as 
follows :  Margate,  July  25 ;  Hamble,  July 
31;  Poole,  August  1;  Southend,  August 
14;  Isle  of  Wight,  August  29;  Poole  Bay, 
September  5 ;  Littlehampton  Marina,  Sep- 
tember 19  ;  Spithead,  September  25. 

On  July  1 1  television  viewers  saw  the 
craft  in  the  London-Calais-London  race, 
in  which  she  finished  fifth  of  the  only  five 
entrants  to  finish.  The  national  television 
campaign  for  Supersoft  is  continuing, 
with  over  £300,000  spent  on  the  "Viking" 
commercial  to  date. 

Bonus  IVIoney  promotions 

Over  one  million  Yorkshire  homes  were 
to  receive  a  £170  cash  offer  from  Bonus 
Money  manufacturers  during  July.  The 
offer,  in  the  form  of  a  "double  cash 
reward"  invites  housewives  to  buy  12  pro- 
ducts from  the  26  on  offer  in  the  Bonus 
Money  scheme  and  claim  £1  back  imme- 
diately. In  addition,  the  manufacturers  are 
offering  an  "extra  voucher"  incentive 
worth  a  further  £0  70.  The  double  offer 
IS  being  made  in  leaflets  being  distributed 
to  a  total  of  1-4  million  homes  and  is  to 
be  followed  in  early  August  by  a  major 
promotion  with  Yorkshire  Evening  Post. 

Coupon  operations  for  simplicity 

Kotex  Simplicity  towels  are  being  intro- 
duced nationally  in  vending  machines  sited 
in  oflice  blocks,  factories,  pubs,  clubs  and 
restaurants  throughout  the  country.  Kotex 
"loop"  feminine  towels  are  already  sold 
through  similar  machines  and  with  both 
types  of  towel  bought  from  the  vending 
machines  the  purchaser  will  now  receive 
a  3p  coupon  redeemable  against  the  next 
purchase  of  Simplicity.  Kimberley-CIark 
Ltd,  Larkfield,  Nr  Maidstone,  Kent,  are 
also  giving  away  one  million  colour  adver- 
tising cards  featuring  5p  coupons  redeem- 
able against  the  customer's  next  purchase 
of  Simplicity  towels  in  packs  of  Bear 
Brand  tights,  currently  being  relaunched. 
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White  labels  and  caps  have  been  Intro 
duced  for  bottles  of  Airwick  liquid  and 
refill,  by  Jeyes  (UK)  Ltd,  Brunei  Way, 
Thetford,  Norfolk 


Jaclcel  'glitter'  range 

Seven  holdalls,  three  purses  and  three  gift- 
boxed  holdalls  are  being  introduced  in 
September,  as  a  range  called  Sheba  (£0-59- 
£4-75).  lackel  &  Co  Ltd.  Kitty  Brewster 
Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland,  describe 
their  design  as  swirling,  floral  patterns  in 
pink,  purple,  blue  and  white  nylon,  with 
a  "glitter  effect"  and  blue  linings. 

Scangarde  radio  campaign 

Introduced  in  May  as  "the  clinical  anti- 
perspirant",  Scangarde  creme  is  currently 
being  advertised  on  national  radio,  by 
Cairngrange  Ltd,  10  Hans  Crescent, 
London  SWl. 

Lip  Blazers  held  back 

Max  Factor's  launch  of  Lip  Blazers  (C&D 
last  week,  p97),  planned  for  September, 
has  been  postponed  for  the  moment. 

Vestric  national  promotions 

August  offers  from  Vestric  are :  Dr  Whites 
no.  1  and  no.  2,  Fashion  Style,  Philips 
electric  blankets,  Wella  Bio  Dry,  Esoderm 
shampoo  and  lotion,  Prioderm  shampoo 
and  lotion,  Lanacane,  Odor-Eaters. 
Kleenex  Soft  White  and  Bright  n'  Beauti- 
ful, SR,  Wood  Nymph,  Sunsilk  shampoo. 
Natural  Balance,  Tegrin  cream,  herbal  and 
lotion  shampoos,  Alberto  Balsam  condi- 
tioner, Euthymol  Original,  Optone, 
Fynnon  calcium  aspirin.  Yeast  Vite,  Vase- 
line Intensive  Care,  Milk  of  Magnesia 
liquid,  Aquafresh  toothpaste.  Body  Mist, 
Radox  salts,  Elnett  hairspray,  Elseve  Bal- 
sam, Wilkinsons  Bonded  blades  and 
Bonded  razor  with  two  blades  (blister 
pack),  MD4.  Details  from  Vestric  Ltd, 
Chapel  Street,  Runcorn,  Cheshire. 

Sangers  hold  K-C  prices 

Sangers  Ltd,  225  Oxford  Street,  London 
Wl,  are  holding  prices  of  selected 
Kimberly-Clark  lines  at  pre-July  5  increase 
levels  until  August  31.  They  are  also 
offering  special  discounts  on  Kleenex  for 
Men  and  Kotex  New  Freedom.  Kleenex 
Pop-up  and  Chiefs,  and  Kotex  briefs,  are 
available  as  bargain  bonus  buy  promotions 
to  Apocaire  members. 

Bonus  offers 

Fennings  Pharmaceuticals,  86  Hurst  Road, 
Horsham,  Sussex  RH12  2DT.  Fennings 
junior  aspirin.  12  packs  free  with  36. 
Limited  period.  [Corrected  address.] 
Napp  Laboratories,  Hill  Farm  Avenue, 
Watford  WD2  7RA,  Herts.  I2|  per  cent 
off  normal  trade  prices  for  all  Prioderm 
and  Esoderm  ordered  in  original  packs 
through  Vestric  Ltd  during  August. 


31  July  1976 


Chemist  &  Druggist  141 


'harmaceutical  Society  Statutory  Committee 


Chemists  accused  of  improper 
supply  of  amyl  nitrite 


\n  inspector  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Jociety,  who  thought  the  illicit  use  of  amyl 
litrite  as  an  aphrodisiac  had  been  stamped 
)ut  in  London  at  least  five  years  ago, 
ound  it  being  sold  openly  by  two  phar- 
Tiacies  in  the  Earls  Court  area  after  the 
Borne  Office  drugs  department  had  repor- 
;ed  that  the  drug  was  being  supplied  in 
'worrying  quantities"  in  that  area. 

The  inspector,  Mr  George  William 
Vorris,  was  giving  evidence  to  the  Society's 
statutory  Committee  last  week  against 
wo  companies  and  members  of  their  staff 
vho  are  accused  of  misconduct  in  relation 
0  the  improper  supply  of  amyl  nitrite, 
rhey  are  P.  B.  Lucas  Ltd  and  Roland 
Chemists  (Praed  Street)  Ltd,  both  of 
idgware  Road ;  Mr  Peter  Beaton  Lucas, 
hiswick  Village,  W4,  a  director  and 
uperintendent  of  P.  B.  Lucas  Ltd;  Mr 
'aul  Roland  Fletcher,  Wedderburn  Road, 
*4W3,  a  director  and  superintendent  of 
Poland  Chemists ;  Mr  Desmond  Paul 
Volley,  now  living  in  Edwardstown,  South 
\ustralia,  and  Mr  Roy  Sinclair,  Kenning- 
on  Road,  Kennington,  SEll,  the  two 
pharmacists  who  ran  the  Lucas  shops. 
Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 


amyl  nitrite  was  a  Part  1  Poison,  but  was 
also  a  drug  of  abuse,  apparently  for  sexual 
excitement.  The  inspector  had  become 
aware  that  supplies  were  coming  from 
Earls  Court  Road  in  circumstances  which 
appeared  to  be  not  for  the  correct  purpose. 
After  visiting  four  shops  where  it  was 
stated  they  did  not  stock  the  drug, 
although  they  had  had  requests  for  it,  the 
inspector  found  it  was  being  sold  openly 
in  two  Lucas  shops,  said  Mr  Hill. 

At  the  first  shop  in  October  1975,  the 
inspector  was  told  by  Mr  CoUey  that  it 
was  sold  under  his  supervision  if  he 
thought  the  customer  asking  for  it 
"looked  OK".  The  inspector  found  66 
boxes  each  containing  12  ampoules  priced 
at  £110  per  box  on  the  premises. 

'Modicum'  of  blame 

At  the  second  shop  he  spoke  to  Mr 
Sinclair  who  had  only  started  work  for 
the  first  time  that  day  and  found  39  boxes 
of  ampoules.  Mr  Hill  said  there  was  only 
a  modicum  of  blame  attached  to  Mr 
Sinclair  and  he  appeared  to  be  horrified 
and  promised  that  sales  would  stop  imme- 
diately.  Before   Mr   Hill   completed  his 


case,  the  Committee  decided  to  discharge 
Mr  Sinclair  from  the  proceedings. 

Mr  Hill  continued :  "When  the  inspec- 
tor saw  Mr  Lucas  the  following  month  he 
said  his  company  was  obtaining  supplies 
direct  from  a  packaging  company  in 
Somerset."  Inquiries  at  that  packagmg 
company  showed  that  the  drugs  were  not 
being  sent  to  P.  B.  Lucas  Ltd  but  were 
going  to  Roland  Chemists.  Mr  Roland 
Fletcher  was  a  director  of  both  companies, 
and  it  transpired  that  Roland  Chemists 
had  been  supplied  with  185,700  ampoules 
in  the  previous  12  months,  he  added. 

Mr  Norris  told  the  Committee  he  had 
had  previous  experience  of  amyl  nitrite 
being  misused  by  prostitutes  in  the  Shep- 
herds Market  area  of  the  West  End  some 
five  to  six  years  ago.  "I  thought  the  prob- 
lem had  been  solved  then"  he  said. 

Mr  Field  Fisher,  counsel  for  the  two 
companies  and  the  directors,  handed  Mr 
Norris  a  bundle  of  private  prescriptions 
and  asked  if  he  accepted  that  amyl  nitrite 
was  prescribed  by  doctors.  Mr  Norris 
replied  that  some  of  the  signatures  on  the 
prescriptions  were  well  known  to  him  as 
belonging  to  doctors  who  frequently  pre- 
scribed amphetamines. 

Mr  Fletcher,  who  qualified  in  1956,  told 
the  Committee  that  at  the  present  time  his 
company  had  only  one  shop  at  Praed 
Street.  He  had  stocked  amyl  nitrite  for 
many  years.  Originally  he  obtained  sup- 
plies through  The  British  Drug  Houses 
Ltd,  but  that  stopped  about  five  years 
ago.  He  subsequently  found  a  company 
that  could  supply  and  arranged  for  them 
to  supply  a  Somerset  iirm  of  packers. 

As  the  quantities  which  he  had  to  pur- 
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Amyl  nitrite  sales 

Continued  from  p141 


Items  dispensed  in  the 
Belfast  rota  scheme 

by  T.  R.  Lowther,  MPSNI  and  J.  W.  A.  Shinner,  MPSNI 


chase  exceeded  his  own  means  he  made 
it  known  to  other  chemists  that  he  had  it 
available  if  they  required  it.  At  the  Praed 
Street  shop  sales  were  mainly  to  people 
who  produced  a  prescription:  if  he  was 
dubious  he  refused  the  sale. 

In  1973  P.  B.  Lucas  Ltd  was  formed  and 
the  company  opened  a  pharmacy  at  312 
Earls  Court  Road.  He  was  a  director  and 
shareholder  and  Mr  Lucas  was  the  super- 
intendent pharmacist.  Mr  Lucas  was  also 
a  director,  shareholder  and  secretary  of 
the  company.  Mr  Fletcher  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  day-to-day  man- 
agement or  with  the  staff  at  that  shop. 
Soon  after  the  shop  was  opened  he  was 
asked  to  supply  amyl  nitrite  as  there 
appeared  to  be  a  demand.  This  was  sup- 
phed  by  Roland  Chemists  to  P.  B.  Lucas 
Ltd,  on  a  cash  basis.  In  March,  1975, 
P.  B.  Lucas  opened  a  second  pharmacy  at 
254  Earls  Court  Road  and  the  same  pro- 
cedure was  adopted  there. 

Mr  Fletcher  said  the  drug  was  sold  to 
the  public  for  £1  10  per  pack  of  12 
ampoules.  Manufacturing  costs  came  to 
about  £0  60-£0  65  and  Roland  Chemists 
sold  them  to  P.  B.  Lucas  for  £0  70.  He 
sold  about  ten  boxes  a  week  or  about 
12,000  ampoules  a  year  at  Praed  Street. 

Mr  Lucas,  who  qualified  as  a  pharmacist 
at  the  University  of  Adelaide  in  1969  and 
came  to  the  UK  in  1970,  said  he  was 
invited  to  form  a  new  company  in  1973 
and  open  a  shop  at  312  Earls  Court  Read. 
The  shareholding  was  divided  into  three 
equal  parts  between  himself,  Mr  Fletcher 
and  Mr  D.  W.  Seefeld.  After  a  while  there 
seemed  to  be  a  demand  for  amyl  nitrite 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  available  in 
other  pharmacies  in  the  area.  He  asked 
Mr  Fletcher  to  supply  it. 

Customers  vetted 

He  vetted  all  customers  who  asked  for 
amyl  nitrite.  The  majority  were  known  to 
him  as  they  had  at  some  previous  time 
presented  a  prescription.  The  stock  was 
always  kept  on  a  shelf  in  the  dispensary 
and  was  never  sold  by  the  staff  without 
reference  to  the  pharmacist  on  duty. 

After  Mr  Norris  first  visited  the  shop 
he  and  Mr  Fletcher  issued  instructions 
that  it  should  be  sold  on  prescription 
only,  but  after  further  thought  they 
decided  to  withdraw  altogether  from  312. 
When  he  saw  Mr  Norris  he  assured  the 
inspector  that  they  had  made  supervision 
tight  and  they  had  also  withdrawn  supplies 
from  254.  "This  does  not  mean  to  say  we 
admit  or  agree  that  supervision  was  inade- 
quate previous  to  his  visit,"  said  Mr  Lucas. 

In  answer  to  the  chairman.  Sir  Gordon 
Willmer,  Mr  Lucas  said  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  not  to  stock  amyl  nitrite  in  any 
of  his  pharmacies  ever  again,  because  it 
put  undue  pressure  on  the  pharmacist  to 
make  a  judgment  about  patients'  genuine 
or  ungenuine  need  for  a  particular  pro- 
duct. "I  was  aware  of  the  possible  abuse 
of  amyl  nitrite  but  I  do  not  feel  we 
fostered  that  abuse  in  any  way  whatso- 
ever", said  Mr  Lucas. 

The  hearing  was  adjourned  until  Sep- 
tember 28. 


A  pharmaceutical  contractors'  rota  scheme 
has  been  in  operation  in  Belfast — which 
has  a  population  of  about  500,000 — for 
many  years.  There  have  been  criticisms  of 
the  scheme  from  some  pharmacists  who 
believed  that  such  a  rota  scheme  was  not 
needed  and  that  it  was  very  little  used ;  on 
the  other  hand  there  was  a  determined 
effort  by  pharmacists  operating  newly 
opened  pharmacies  to  have  their  premises 
mcluded  in  the  rota  lists.  The  number  of 
new  pharmacies  opening  during  the  past 
few  years  has  been  very  small  so  that 
method  of  assessing  opinion  has  largely 
disappeared,  and  lately  it  has  been  mainly 
the  voices  opposing  the  rota  duty  which 
have  been  heard.  Hence  the  Area  Pharma- 
ceutical Advisory  Committee  of  the  East- 
ern Health  and  Social  Services  Area 
decided  that  it  would  be  helpful  to  dis- 
cover what  use  the  Belfast  public  made 
of  the  rota  scheme. 

The  rota  is  operated  in  sessions  from 
6  to  7  pm  each  weekday  and  from  3  to  4 
pm  on  Sundays.  The  service  was  being 
provided  until  April  1976  on  a  ten-week 
cycle  with  fourteen  to  sixteen  pharmacists 
being  on  duty  in  any  one  week ;  that  has 
been  changed  to  a  cycle  of  eighteen  weeks 
with  eight  or  nine  on  duty  each  week. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  all  the  pharma- 
cists on  rota  duty  during  two  consecutive 
weeks  to  keep  a  record  of  the  number  of 
items  dispensed,  the  number  of  items 
which  were  marked  "urgent",  and  the 
number  of  items  dated  the  previous  day 
or  earlier.  A  period  in  February  1976  was 
chosen  for  the  survey  and  there  was  a 
total  of  30  pharmacists  on  duty  during  the 
two  weeks  chosen.  A  form  with  space  for 
entries  under  the  three  headings  was  sup- 
plied to  each  such  contractor,  and  18 
returned  completed  forms. 

Results 

The  number  of  items  dispensed  during 
the  two-week  period  by  those  replying 
was  1,541,  the  number  of  items  marked 
"urgent"  was  one,  and  the  number  of 
items  dated  the  previous  day  or  earlier 
was  58. 

The  number  of  items  dispensed  during 
the  weeks  of  duty  in  each  of  the  premises 
varied  widely,  the  individual  numbers  from 
the  eighteen  returned  forms  being:  20,  25, 
35,  37,  37,  49,  51,  60,  61,  75,  84,  85,  90, 
95,  113,  119,  239  and  266.  The  number  of 
items  dispensed  during  each  evening  or 
afternoon  duty  varied  from  1  to  31  on  the 
two  Sunday  sessions,  from  4  to  62  on  the 
two  Mondays,  from  0  to  60  on  the  two 
Tuesdays,  from  1  to  55  on  the  two  Wed- 
nesdays, from  1  to  30  on  the  two  Thurs- 
days, from  0  to  43  on  the  two  Fridays. 
Generally  speaking  those  pharmaceutical 
chemists  who  had  the  smaller  total  num- 
ber of  prescriptions  in  their  rota  week  also 
had  the  smaller  number  of  prescriptions 


in  each  afternoon  and  evening  session. 

An  analysis  of  the  number  of  items 
dispensed  in  each  session  shows: 
Number  of  items 


presented        Number  of  sessions 

Oto  4  24 

5  to  9  24 

10  to  14  22 

15to19  11 

20  to  24  8 

25  to  29  6 

30  to  34  4 

35  to  39  2 

40  to  44  2 

45  to  49  0 

50  to  54  2 

55  to  59  1 

60  to  64  2 


It  was  noted  that  there  were  two  ses- 
sions when  there  were  no  items  presented 
for  dispensing  and  four  sessions  when 
there  was  one  item  presented  for  dis- 
pensing. Of  the  108  sessions  of  rota  duty 
covered  by  the  survey,  24  sessions  (22  per 
cent)  had  four  or  fewer  items  to  be  dis- 
pensed, and  48  sessions  (44  per  cent)  had 
nine  or  fewer  items. 

Use  depends  upon  area 

The  information  that  can  be  obtained 
from  these  figures  is  of  a  limited  nature 
because  of  the  small  number  of  premises 
that  the  survey  encompassed.  However, 
the  figures  do  show  that  good  use  was 
made  of  the  rota  service  by  the  public  in 
certain  parts  of  Belfast  during  the  two 
weeks  during  which  the  survey  was  carried 
out  but  they  also  show  that  there  was 
very  little  use  made  of  the  service  in 
other  parts  of  Belfast  in  that  period. 

The  payment  to  pharmacists  for  rota 
duty  is  by  way  of  a  fixed  amount  for  each 
hour  of  duty  plus  the  normal  payment  for 
each  prescription  item  dispensed.  Bearing 
in  mind  that  rota  duty  is  compulsory  in 
Belfast  as  part  of  a  pharmaceutical  con- 
tractor's terms  of  service,  the  survey  indi- 
cated that  that  type  of  payment  may  not 
be  fair  in  those  localities  where  the  public 
did  not  make  a  lot  of  use  of  the  service. 

The  survey  also  showed  the  almost 
total  absence  of  prescription  items  marked 
"urgent"  amongst  those  that  were  dis- 
pensed— such  prescriptions  attract  an 
additional  fee.  In  addition,  the  58  items 
which  were  dated  the  previous  day  or 
earlier  out  of  the  total  of  1,541  items 
dispensed — about  1  in  27 —  would  indi- 
cate that  there  is  little  substance  to  the 
belief  expressed  by  pharmacists  that  the 
rota  service  is  abused  by  the  public  in 
using  it  for  "old"  prescriptions  which 
could  have  been  presented  during  normal 
working  hours. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Mr  R. 
McMullan,  pharmaceutical  officer.  Cen- 
tral Services  Agency,  for  his  help  in  carry- 
ing out  the  investigation. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  DIVISION 
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PRICE  INCREASES  OPERATIVE  ON  GOODS  DESPATCHED  ON  OR  AFTER  1  AUGUST  1976 


Prod 

Rec'md/  MBU 

Case 

Rec'md/ VAT 

Case 

Code 

Fixed 

Dozens 

Value 

Fixed 

Rate 

Rate 

No; 

Retail 

per 

Trade 

% 

Terms 

Price 

MBU 

Price 

perdoz 

each 

perdoz 

Ex  VAT 

incl. 

Ex  VAT 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

VAT 

1  —DO 

b1  — oo 

OR    1  TC 

ob— 1 zb 

1  ZD— 

ZU  1  — 

^fU  1 

1  UU  1 

200 

400 

1 000 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

rKUrnltlAnY  rnOUUUlo 

BENGERS  FOOD 

Size  0  8oz 

1650 

0-43 

6/12 

8 

4-13 

Zero 

3  96 

3-92 

3-84 

3-80 

3-76 

3-72 

3-61 

Size  1      1 6o2 

1660 

0-75 

3/12 

7 

7-24 

Zero 

6-95 

6-88 

6-73 

6-66 

6  59 

6-52 

6-34 

1       Size  2  21b 

1 680 

1  -19 

1/12 

4 

1 1  -47 

Zero 

1 1  01 

10-90 

10-67 

1 0-55 

1 0-44 

1 0-32 

1 0-04 

•BILE  BEANS 

Medium 

1320 

0-20 

1 

7 

1  -73 

8 

1-66 

1-64 

1-61 

1  59 

1-57 

1-56 

1-51 

Family 

1 330 

0-45 

6/12 

7 

3-67 

8 

3-52 

3-49 

3-41 

3-38 

3-34 

3-30 

3-21 

•CYSTOPURIN  TABLETS 

40's 

2320 

0-32 

1 

11 

2  83 

8 

2-72 

2  69 

2  63 

2  60 

2-58 

2-55 

2  48 

SOs 

2330 

0-56 

3/12 

4 

4-38 

8 

4-20 

4-16 

4-07 

4-03 

3-99 

3-94 

3-83 

•MEDAC  CREAM 

7870 

0-34 

6/12 

5 

2-45 

8 

2  35 

2-33 

2  28 

2-25 

2-23 

2-21 

2-14 

•SANATOGEN  MULTIVITAMINS 

30's 

1220 

0-71 

1 

22 

5-45 

8 

5-23 

5-18 

5  07 

5-01 

4-96 

4-91 

4-77 

60's 

1230 

1-29 

3/12 

10 

9-64 

8 

9  25 

9-16 

8  97 

8-87 

8-77 

8-68 

8-44 

120's 

1260 

208 

1/12 

5 

15-51 

8 

14-89 

14-73 

14-42 

14-27 

14-11 

13-96 

13-57 

•SANATOGEN  MULTIVITAMINS  +  IRON 

30's 

1910 

0-71 

1 

22 

5-45 

8 

5-23 

5-18 

5-07 

5-01 

4  96 

4-91 

4-77 

60's 

1930 

1-29 

3/12 

10 

9-64 

8 

9-25 

9  16 

8-97 

8-87 

8-77 

8-68 

8-44 

120s 

1980 

208 

1/12 

5 

15  51 

8 

14-89 

14-73 

14-42 

14-27 

14-11 

13-96 

13-57 

i'SANATOGEN  JUNIOR  VITAMINS 

30's 

2010 

0-46 

1 

13 

3-29 

8 

3-16 

3-13 

3-06 

303 

2-99 

2-96 

2-88 

100's 

2030 

103 

3/12 

8 

7-61 

8 

7-31 

7-23 

7-08 

700 

6-93 

6  85 

6  66 

SANATOGEN  VITAMIN  C 

30's 

1240 

0-37 

1 

11 

2  66 

8 

2-55 

2-53 

2-47 

2-45 

2-42 

2-39 

2-33 

100's 

1280 

0-96 

6/12 

14 

706 

8 

6-78 

6-71 

6-57 

6  50 

6-42 

6-35 

6-18 

•ZAM-BUK 

Medium  28g 

1520 

0-20 

1 

6 

1-58 

8 

1-52 

1-50 

1-47 

1-45 

1-44 

1-42 

1-38 

TOILETRY  PRODUCTS 


SEBBIX  CREAM  SHAMPOO 


Sachet 
Tubes 

9410 
9420 

N/C 
0-27 

1 

9 

N/C 
2-17 

8 

2  08 

2-06 

2  02 

200 

1-97 

1  -95 

1  -90 

SEBBIX  LIQUID  SHAMPOO 
Sachets 
Bottles  67cc 
Bottles  135cc 

9510 
9520 
9530 

N/C 
0-27 
0-43 

1 

3/12 

9 
3 

N/C 

2-  17 

3-  44 

8 
8 

2-  08 

3-  30 

2-06 
3  27 

2-  02 

3-  20 

2-00 
3  16 

1-97 
3-13 

1-95 
3-10 

1-90 
3-01 

VITAPOINTE  CONDITIONER 
15g 
26g 
45g 

8160 
8170 
8070 

0  21 
0-30 
0-43 

1 
1 

6/12 

7 
10 
7 

1-  69 

2-  42 
3  46 

8 
8 
8 

1-62 
2  32 
3-32 

1  61 

2-  30 

3-  29 

1  57 

2-  25 

3-  22 

1-  55 

2-  23 

3-  18 

1  -54 

2  20 
3-15 

1-  52 

2-  18 

3-  11 

1  -48 

2-  12 

3-  03 

VITAPOINTE  AFTER  SHAMPOO  CONDITIONER 
Sachets 
Tubes  60cc 

8190 
8200 

N/C 
0  29 

6/12 

5 

N/C 
2  33 

8 

2-24 

2-21 

2-17 

2-14 

2-12 

2-10 

2-04 

VITAPOINTE  MOISTURISING  SHAMPOO 
Sachets 
Bottles  80cc 

8740 
8750 

N/C 
0-29 

6/12 

5 

N/C 
2-33 

8 

2-24 

2-21 

2-17 

2-14 

2-12 

2-10 

2-04 

ROSKENS  HAND  CONDITIONER      1  5g 

45g 
lOOg 

7800 
7810 
7890 

0-12 
0  33 
0-55 

2 
1 
1 

8 
11 

18 

0  96 
2-64 
4-40 

8 
8 
8 

0-92 
2-53 
4-22 

0-91 
2-51 
4-18 

0-89 
2-46 
409 

0  88 
2-43 
405 

0  87 
2-40 
400 

0  86 
2-38 
3  96 

0  84 

2-  31 

3-  85 

ETHICAL  PRODUCTS 

Product 

Code 

No: 

Recommended 
Fixed  Retail  Price 
each  incl.  VAT 
£ 

MBU 
Doze 

ns 

Case 
Value 
per  MBU 

Recommended 
Fixed  Trade  Price 
per  doz  ex  VAT 
£ 

Retailers 
Discount  Price 
per  doz  ex  VAT 
£ 

VAT 
Rate 
% 

•P.l  PARACODOL  TABLETS      10  s 

100's 

5310 
5320 

0-33 
D.P. 

1 

1/12 

9 

7 

2-17 
19-60 

2-01 
18-13 

8 
8 

■Products  Marked  thus  are  subject  to  Fixed  Retail  and  Trade  prices. 
Roskens  Hand  Conditioner  available  only  on  Test  Market  Area. 
N/C  No  Change, 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 

Council  pays  tribute 
to  iVIr  W.  F.  Patton 


The  vice-president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland,  Mr  J.  Cham- 
bers, at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Society's 
Council,  referred  to  the  sudden  death  of 
Mr  W.  F.  Patton,  CBE,  MPSNI,  QC, 
chairman  of  the  Statutory  Committee. 

Mr  Patton  had  been  chairman  since  the 
Committee  was  established  in  1945  and 
had  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  members 
by  his  unassuming  nature,  wisdom  and  his 
practice  of  tempering  justice  with  mercy, 
said  Mr  Chambers.  Successive  members 
of  the  Statutory  Committee  had  considered 
it  a  privilege  to  work  with  him  and  an 
education  to  hear  his  powers  of  reasoning 
when  called  upon  to  reach  a  decision.  As 
a  token  of  his  service  to  the  Society,  Mr 
Patton  had  been  elected  an  Honorary 
Member  in  1973.  Mr  Chambers  extended 
the  sympathy  of  the  president  and  mem- 
bers of  Council  to  Mrs  Patton,  his  son  and 
daughter.  Mr  Patton's  funeral  took  place 
at  Roselawn  Cemetery  on  June  23  when 
the  Society  was  represented  by  the  presi- 
dent, Mr  T.  G.  Eakin,  Mr  W.  H.  Boyd, 
Mr  H.  H.  Cowzer  and  the  secretary,  Mr 
W.  Gorman. 

The  question  of  the  distribution  of  kidney 
donor  cards  by  pharmacists  was  raised  by 
Mrs  C.  O'Rourke  who  said  that  announce- 
ments had  been  made  on  radio  and  tele- 
vision that  the  cards  were  available  at 
pharmacies.  Mr  Gorman  said  the  Council 
had,  a  year  ago,  supported  a  suggestion 
that  the  posters  should  be  exhibited  in 
pharmacies.  He  had  heard  nothing  further 
but  would  make  inquiries. 

It  was  agreed  to  support  the  proposal  to 
appoint  Professor  P.  N.  Wilson  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Medicines  Commission. 
Reports  from  the  Finance  and  Education 
Committees  were  adopted ;  the  latter 
included  a  recommendation  that  seven 
graduates  in  pharmacy  be  registered  as 
students  of  the  Society.  Mr  J.  Kerr  sub- 
mitted a  written  report  on  the  June  meet- 
ing of  the  EEC  Pharmacy  Group. 

Meeting  with  Minister 

Mr  Kerr  and  Mr  T.  I.  O'Rourke 
reported  on  the  meeting  they,  with  Mr 
Eakin  and  Mr  H.  S.  Porter,  had  had  with 
the  Minister  of  State,  Mr  D.  Concannon, 
and  ofiicials  of  the  Department  of  Health 
on  June  30,  when  the  discussion  concerned 
health  centres  and  the  geographical  distri- 
bution of  pharmacies.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  report  be  marked  confidential  and  cir- 
culated to  the  Council  members  for  con- 
sideration at  the  next  Council  meeting. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  September  23,  and  the 
annual  meeting  on  September  30.  The 
presentation  of  prizes  to  students  would 
be  held  on  October  20. 

A  draft  programme  of  post-qualification 
education  and  training  for  the  year  1976- 


77  was  submitted  (all  courses  are  to  be 
held  in  the  Medical  Biology  Centre  unless 
otherwise  specified) : 

Postgraduate  course  on  quality  control 
and  pharmaceutical  analysis:  An  8  day 
course  to  be  held  in  the  laboratories  of  the 
Department  of  Pharmacy,  Queen's  Univer- 
sity, under  the  direction  of  Dr  J.  A.  King. 
The  course  is  divided  into  two  sections 
(September  20-24  and  December  13-15) 
and  is  designed  specifically  for  hospital 
pharmacists,  personnel  in  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  and  others  concerned  with 
quality  assurance.  The  course  will  cater 
for  about  12  students. 

Course  of  four  evening  lectures:  Under 
the  general  title  "Pathology  of  diseases  in 
the  community",  to  be  given  by  clinicians, 
8-9.30  pm  on  the  following  evenings : 
November  16,  diseases  of  the  cardiovascu- 
lar system 

November  23,  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system 

November  30,  diseases  of  the  gastrointes- 
tinal tract 

December  7,  skin  diseases. 

Course  of  eight  evening  lectures:  "The 
physiological  basis  of  pharmacology",  8- 
9.30  pm: 

January  19,  physiology  of  the  central  ner- 
vous system 

January  26,  drugs  and  the  relief  of  pain 
February  2,  drugs,  sedation  and  sleep 
February  9,  general  anaesthetics 
February  16,  tranquillisers 
February  23,  drug  treatment  of  depression 
March  2,  drug  treatment  of  epilepsy 
March  9,  drug  interactions,  reactions  and 
the  CNS. 

Seven-day  course :  "Management  efficiency 
in  NHS  general  pharmaceutical  service", 
to  be  held  March  28-April  1  inclusive,  by 
Drs  T.  F.  Booth  and  J.  F.  Jones  of  the 
Pharmacy  Practice  Research  Unit,  School 
of  Studies  in  Pharmacy,  University  of 
Bradford.  This  course  is  being  organised 
by  the  Department  of  Pharmacy,  Queen's 
University  in  association  with  the  Society ; 
it  is  specially  designed  for  preregistration 
pharmacy  students  but  some  evening  ses- 
sions will  be  arranged  so  that  general 
practice  pharmacists  can  attend  specific 
lectures  given  during  the  course. 

Study  day  for  pharmacists :  "Organisation 
of  Health  and  Social  Services"  to  be 
organised  by  the  Department  of  Health 
and  held  on  a  date  yet  to  be  determined. 

Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy  said  the  seven 
day  course  would  not  be  recognised  by 
the  Department  of  Health  and  accordingly 
students  undergoing  practical  training  in 
the  pharmacy  departments  of  hospitals 
would  not  be  granted  leave  of  absence  to 
attend  it.  The  cost  of  arranging  the  course 
would  not  warrant  the  attendance  of  only 
six  students  and  he  thought  some  alterna- 


tive should  be  sought.  It  was  agreed  to 
inquire  if  some  form  of  booklet  could  be 
prepared  for  distribution  to  the  students 
and  follow  it  with  a  week-end  course. 

Mr  O'Rourke  inquired  about  the  form 
the  study  day  would  take.  He  said  there 
was  some  confusion  in  the  mind  of  officers 
and  committees  as  to  their  duties;  they 
could  all  function  more  efficiently  if  they 
knew  what  was  their  proper  role.  The 
Education  Committee  are  to  discuss  it. 

A  letter  from  the  Department  of  Health 
about  the  collection  of  prescriptions  and 
the  delivery  of  medicines  in  Ballywalter 
was  read.  It  was  noted  that  adequate  safe- 
guards were  provided  and  that  the  scheme 
would  be  reviewed  in  three  months  time. 
The  Council  had  no  comments  to  offer. 

The  application  of  Miss  Catherine  Mary 
Naylor,  53  Owens  Road,  Winchester, 
Hants  S022  6RU,  for  registration  as  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist  in  Northern  Ire- 
land under  the  reciprocal  agreement  with 
the  GB  Society  was  granted. 


Practical  training  problem 

Applications  were  received  from  two 
students  who  had  failed  in  one  subject  at 
the  final  examination  for  the  degree  in 
pharmacy  of  the  Queen's  University  for 
permission  to  undertake  practical  training. 
The  students  had  been  informed  that 
training  undertaken  by  them  now  would 
be  recognised  and  they  had  obtained  posi- 
tions with  employers.  Mr  Gorman  said 
that  until  1974  practical  training  was 
recognised  if  undertaken  "subsequent  to 
sitting  the  final  examination  for  a  degree". 
Regulations  which  came  into  force  on 
April  1,  1974,  had  altered  the  position  and 
now  if  the  training  was  to  receive  recogni- 
tion it  had  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
student  "subsequent  to  obtaining  an 
approved  degree". 

Mr  Chambers  said  they  had  the  greatest 
sympathy  with  the  two  applicants  but  he 
did  not  see  how  the  Council  could  grant 
their  request.  He  remembered  the  change 
having  been  made  because  students  who 
failed  the  final  examination  in  two  or 
more  subjects  might  be  required  by  the 
University  to  attend  lectures  in  those  sub- 
jects during  the  period  of  practical  train- 
ing. Mrs  O'Rourke  said  when  the  Society 
held  its  own  examinations  a  provision  was 
included  in  the  Regulations  allowing  an 
apprentice  to  attend  the  course  in  the  sub- 
jects of  the  Part  II  examination  before  the 
Part  I  subjects  had  all  been  passed.  It  had 
been  useful  and  many  candidates  had 
taken  advantage  of  it.  The  Council  reluc- 
tantly agreed  that  they  had  no  alternative 
but  to  refuse  the  requests. 

It  was  noted  that  the  following  students 
had  obtained  the  BSc  degree  in  pharmacy 
of  the  Queen's  University  in  June: 
First  Class  Honours :  McMahon,  Elizabeth. 
Second  Class  Honours,  first  division : 
Deehan,  Rose  M.,  Donaldson,  John  P., 
Gault,  Valerie  P.  J.,  McConkey,  James  C, 
McKenna,  Josephine  M.  C,  Parke,  John. 
Second  Class  Honours,  second  division : 
Addy,  Gordon  J.  R.,  Black,  James  R., 
Fink,  Angela  B..  Halai,  Samji  M.,  McKay, 
Ina  M.,  McKelvey,  Eileen  H.,  McKenna, 
Marian  A.,  McNamee,  Mary  A.,  Moore, 
Brian  J.,  Williams,  G. 
Pass  degree:  Bavalia,  Parimal  M.,  Bowen, 
Anne  M.,  Dorman,  Michael  E.,  Harte, 
Patrick  C,  Robinson,  John  C. 
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yi  pharmacy  and  poisons 
)rders  approved 

Vo  measures  relating  to  pharmacy  and 
oisons  legislation  in  Northern  Ireland — 
ne  Pharmacy  (Northern  Ireland)  Order 
976  and  the  Poisons  (Northern  Ireland) 
)rder  1976 — were  approved  by  both  the 
'ommons  and  the  Lords  last  week. 
Mr  James  Dunn.  Under-Secretary  of 
tate  for  Northern  Ireland,  moving  that  the 
)rders  be  approved  in  the  Commons,  ex- 
lained  that  both  were  consolidation  mea- 
ures.  At  present  the  pharmacy  and  poi- 
ons  legislation  for  the  Province  is  con- 
ained  in  four  Acts — whereas  the  compar- 
ble  legislation  in  Great  Britain  is  already 
onveniently  contained  in  the  Pharmacy 
^ct  1954  and  the  Poisons  Act  1972— and 
r.  addition  to  various  amendments  over 
he  years  they  would  have  to  be  changed 
urther  with  the  introduction  of  the  Medl- 
ines Act — a  UK  measure. 
Mr  Dunn  explained  that  Part  II  of  the 
harmacy  Order  would  provide  for  the 
ontinuation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
f  Northern  Ireland  and  its  Council. 
Since  their  establishment  some  50  years 
go,  these  bodies  have  been  successful  in 
naintaining  and  raising  the  already  high 
tandards  of  their  profession  in  Northern 
reland  and  in  ensuring  that  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  remained  responsive  to  advances 
n  knowledge  and  to  changing  conditions," 
le  commented.  Part  III  would  continue 
provisions  relating  to  the  registration  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  druggists,  and 
'art  IV  the  profession's  arrangements  for 
iisciplinary  proceedings.  Changes  to  pre- 
vious enactments  would  include  more  flex- 
bility  in  practical  training  criteria. 

The  Poisons  Order  would  continue  the 
provisions  relating  to  the  constitution  and 
luties  of  the  Poisons  Board,  but  change 
he  method  of  appointment  to  the  Board, 
i'art  III  sets  out  in  consolidated  form  the 
;ontrols  on  sales  of  the  new  category  of 
'non  medicinal  poisons"  following  imple- 
Tientation  of  the  Medicines  Act,  and  Part 
IV  contains  provisions  concerning  the  sale 
3f  methylated  spirits  and  ether — schedule 
3  to  the  Order  would  permit  the  sale  of 
methylated  spirits  between  certain  hours 
it  the  weekends.  In  addition  certain  fines 
which  have  not  changed  for  over  20  years 
would  be  increased. 

CSM  to  consider  restraint 
on  prescribing  toxic  drugs 

Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health,  has  asked  the  Medicines  Commis- 
sion and  the  Committee  on  Safety  of 
Medicines  "to  consider  whether  there  is  a 
need  for  any  statutory  restraint  or  changes 
n  procedure  relating  to  the  prescribing  of 
certain  categories  of  very  toxic  drugs."  He 
announced  that  in  the  Commons  on  Tues- 
day in  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr  Mike 
Thomas,  stating  also  that  a  doctor's  right 


to  prescribe  any  drug  is  not  restricted 
under  the  National  Health  Service  or 
Medicines  Acts,  although  the  CSM  had  in 
the  past  "advised  restricting  the  production 
of  certain  drugs  to  particular  groups  of 
doctors." 

Answering  another  question  Dr  Owen 
stated  that  the  level  of  prescribing  by 
family  doctors  in  England  was  currently 
estimated  to  cost  £295m  for  the  year  1975- 
76  and  was  expected  to  grow  in  real  terms 
ar  5  per  cent  a  year. 

[J  Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Social  Services,  promised  to  think 
again  over  his  decision  not  to  hold  an 
inquiry  into  the  thalidomide  case  when 
pressed  by  MPS  in  the  Commons. 

Bill  to  require  television 
time  for  health  education 

Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  was  given  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  the  Commons  last  week 
which  would  require  television  authorities 
to  provide  facilities  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  programmes  relating  to  health 
education.  His  Bill — The  Health  Education 
(Television)  Bill  is  to  have  its  second 
reading  on  October  22. 

Prison  drugs  costs 

The  cost  of  drugs,  medicines  and  dressings 
supplied  for  use  by  the  prison  medical  ser- 
vice was  revealed  in  the  Commons  this 
week  by  Mr  Brynmor  John,  Ministry  of 
State,  Home  Department.  Replying  to  a 
question  from  Mr  C.  Price,  he  stated  that 
such  costs  in  England  and  Wales  totalled 
£131,327  in  1971-72,  £141,393  in  1972-73, 
£163,681  in  1973-74,  £202,450  in  1974-75. 
and  an  estimated  £259,000  in  1975-76. 


Pseudo-competition 

May  I  respond  to  your  editorial  (July  3) 
on  the  article  in  the  current  Z)/-m,i,'  and 
Therapeutics  Bulletin'! 

In  answer  to  your  first  questio)i,  I  can 
assure  you  that  the  published  article  incor- 
porates many  changes  made  as  a  result  of 
comments  made  by  manufacturers  who 
read  the  draft. 

On  your  second  and  much  more  impor- 
tant point,  of  course  we  entirely  agree 
that  Talpen  (talampicillin,  Beecham)  and 
Amoxil  (amoxycillin,  Bencard)  differ  con- 
siderably in  their  pharmacokinetic  proper- 
ties. However,  they  are  intended  for  the 
same  uses,  and  no  therapeutic  difference 
between  them  has  yet  been  demorstrafed. 
The  manufacturer  by  promoting  each 
without  any  mention  of  the  other,  or  of 
the  relationship  between  Beecham  and 
Bencard,  makes  it  needlessly  difficult  for 
prescribers  to  relate  these  products  to  one 
another.  But  this  is  what  doctors  have  to 
do  in  order  to  use  their  clinical  freedom 
to  prescribe  to  the  best  advantage. 

On  Septrin  and  Bactrim,  you  imply  that 
to  have  only  one  brand  name  would  deny 
one  manufacturer  the  credit  for  the  inno- 
vation. But  this  need  not  be  so,  for  Doth 
manufacturers'  names  could,  and  should 
be  given  after  the  single  brand  name. 

Editor,  Drug  &  Therapeutics  Bulletin 
Andrew  Herxheimer,  MRCP 
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Optabs 

The  world  famous  eye 
lotion  in  TABLET  form 
is  rapidly  making  its 
mark  in  the  cosmetic 
market. 

ADVERTISING  NOW  APPEARING  in 
the  Sunday  Express,  Sunday  Mirror  and 
'She'  regularly  right  through  until  August. 

The  point  about  Op  tabs  is  that  it  is 
completely  fresh  and  sterile  every  time. 
The  Op  tabs  formula  cannot  work  in  a 
ready  made  lotion,  so  we  put  it  in  a  tiny 
tablet  which  dissolves  in  seconds  in  a 
lukewarm  eye  bath. 

The  transfonvation  is  amazing!  Dull, 
bloodshot  eyes  become  sparkling  white  in 
seconds. 


NYLAX 

The  vitamin  and  herbal 
laxative  is  growing 
into  a  BIG  BOY! 

Demand  has  increased  every  single  year 
from  1940  when  it  was  first  introduced  — 
and  now  with  increased  advertising  — 
SA LESare growing  more  rapidly  than  ever. 

HEAVY  ADVERTISIIMG  RIGHT 
THROUGH  THIS  YEAR 


DISPLAY  BONUS  for  Retail  Chemists  on 
BOTH  NYLAX  &  OPTABS  (13  charged 
as  12)  (parcels  may  be  mixed). 

Nylax(22p)£1.82doz. 

Optabs  (with  eye  bath  35p)  £2.93  doz. 

(Refills  32p)  £2.67  doz.  +  VAT. 

Direct  from  British  Chemotheutic 

Products  Ltd. 

Kemtheutic  l-louse. 

Grant  Street,  Bradford,  West  Yorks. 

Telephone:  Bradford  (0274)  22005 

Or  order  singles  through  your  usual 

wholesaler. 
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Record  sales  for  Polaroid 

Record  sales  and  increased  earnings  for 
both  the  second  quarter  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1976  are  announced  by  Polaroid 
Corporation.  Consohdated  world-wide  sales 
in  the  second  quarter  were  $228m,  14  per 
cent  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  consoli- 
dated first-half  sales  amounting  to  $410  ]m 
were  the  highest  in  the  company's  history 
and  20  per  cent  above  the  1975  first-half 
sales.  The  record  sales  are  due  to  con- 
tinued strong  demand  for  cameras  and 
film,  dealer  purchases  of  instant  amateur 
cameras  being  up  almost  30  per  cent  in 
units  over  the  first  half  of  1975,  and  film 
sales  have  also  been  at  record  levels. 

Jeyes  plan  major  expansion 

A  major  expansion  of  Jeyes  UK's  market- 
ing operation  has  been  completed  as  part 
of  plans  for  overall  growth  involvm? 
heavy  capital  investment,  new  product 
launches  and  a  higher  promotional  invest- 
ment than  at  any  time  in  the  company's 
history.  The  distributive  division  of  the 
marketing  department,  which  handles  con- 
sumer products,  now  comprises  four  pro- 
duct group  managers  (two  of  whom  have 
been  additionally  recruited)  and  a  newly 
appointed  market  intelligence  manager, 
who  are  responsible  to  marketing  manager 
Bill  Bromwich.  Their  task  is  to  stimulate 
sales  of  existing  brands,  which  number 
about  40,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pursue 
new  product  development  with  which  to 
penetrate  new  markets. 

Herbert  Ferryman  60th 
anniversary 

One  hundred  customers  of  Numark  fran- 
chised  wholesalers,  Herbert  Ferryman  Ltd, 
Southampton,  were  invited  to  celebrate 
the  sixtieth  anniversay  of  the  registered 
limited  company  at  a  trade  fair  held  at 
the  Polygon  Hotel,  Southampton. 

Guests  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
about  50  manufacturers  who  took  stands 
at  Ferryman's  first  trade  fair,  and  to  dis- 
cuss their  problems.  Managing  director, 
Mr  William  Cox,  said  the  event  "proved 
so  successful  that  we  are  hoping  to  run 
another  in  the  Autumn  of  1977." 

Customer  invitations  were  numbered, 
and  a  draw  for  a  22  inch  colour  television 
held  and  won  by  Numark  member  Mr 
Hannah,  from  Eastleigh.  Over  20  other 
major  prizes  were  also  raffled. 

Numark  sales  boost 

Sales  have  quadrupled  in  two  years  and 
(here  are  no  signs  of  the  rate  diminishing, 
said  Mr  David  Savory,  a  director  of 
Macarthys  Ltd,  when  showing  Mr  J. 
V/right  (director  of  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union)  and  Mr  T.  P.  Astill 
(deputy     secretary)     round  Macarthy's 


Herbert  Ferryman's  managing  director, 
iVlr  William  Cox,  presents  Mrs  Robinson 
Mr  Hannah's  locum,  with  a  voucher  for 
the  television  (see  story  column  1) 


Numark  depot,  H.  B.  Dorling  Ltd,  at 
Dartford  recently.  Mr  Savory  added  that 
with  the  increase  in  the  Numark  sales 
force,  sales  could  well  go  at  an  even 
greater  pace.  Mr  Wright  and  Mr  Astill 
were  shown  the  plans  for  office  expansion 
and  further  heavy  load  racking. 

BAT  Industries  Ltd  formed 

The  merger  of  British-American  Tobacco 
Co  Ltd  with  Tobacco  Securities  Trust  Co 
Ltd  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  High 
Court  and  has  now  become  effective. 
Accordingly  TST,  as  the  new  parent  com- 
pany of  the  BAT  Group,  has  been 
renamed  BAT  Industries  Ltd. 

The  board  of  BAT  Industries  has  been 
reconstituted  to  include  a  chairman's 
policy  committee  consisting  of  Mr  P. 
Macadam  (chairman),  Mr  P.  D.  Tindley 
(deputy  chairman),  Mr  P.  Sheehy  and  Mr 
E.  J.  Symons.  The  other  directors  are  Sir 
Richard  Dobson  (president),  Mr  N.  J.  M. 
Bennett,  Mr  T.  E.  Davies,  Mr  G.  L. 
Dennis,  Lord  Greenhill  of  Harrow,  Mr 
P.  W.  Longland,  Mr  P.  J.  Ricketts,  Mr 
C.  H.  Stewart  Lockhart  and  Sir  Gerald 
Thorley. 

Ciba-Geigy  sales  up  9  pc 

Ciba-Geigy  Group  sales  on  a  worldwide 
basis  for  the  first  half  of  1976  amounted 
to  5,329m  Swiss  francs,  about  9  per  cent 
above  the  first  half  of  1975.  The  highest 
rates  of  growth  were  shown  by  the  dye- 
stufTs  and  chemicals  (18  per  cent)  and 
plastics  and  additives  divisions  (22  per 
cent),  which  were  affected  particularly  by 
the  recession  in  1975.  Pharmaceuticals  at 
SwFrl,337  were  up  9  per  cent,  while  the 
Airwick  group  and  Ilford  group  (including 
Gretag)  were  up  3  and  5  per  cent. 

Business  is  expected  to  continue  to 
recover  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  with 
the  pharmaceuticals  division  staying  in  line 
with  the  overall  performance  of  the  com- 
pany. Capital  expenditure  in  1976  will 
probably  total  about  SwFrSOOm,  chiefly 
for  plant  for  the  pharmaceuticals  and 
agrochemicals  divisions. 
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Briefly 

Mr    A.    Needbam,    BPharm,    MPS,  has 

acquired  the  branch  pharmacy  of  F.  C. 
Davison  &  Son  (Chemists)  Ltd  at  1-3 
Kingsway,  Kirkby-in-Ashficld,  Notts. 

Mr  Ian  Anderton,  MPS,  is  transferring  his 
business  from  Bridge  Buildings,  The 
Square,  Barnstaple,  to  46  Vicarage  Street, 
Barnstaple,  on  August  2. 

Luitpold-Werk  (Munich)  have  moved  to 
Luitpold  House,  80  East  Avenue,  Hayes, 
Middlesex  UB3  2HR  (tel:  01-848  0738  or 
01-561  8774). 

The  telephone  number  of  E.  Merck  Ltd, 
Winchester  Road,  Four  Marks,  Alton, 
Hants  GU34  5HF  is  being  changed  to 
Alton  (0420)  64011,  as  from  August  1. 
European  Regional  Development  Fund 
grants  allocated  to  industrial  projects  in 
the  UK  include  £257,095  for  a  nitric  acid 
plant  to  be  built  by  ICI  at  Billingham  and 
£547,354  for  a  group  of  three  projects 
among  which  is  a  plant  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  sodium  tripolyphosphate  by 
Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd  at  Whitehaven, 
Cumbria. 

Johnsen  &  Jorgensen  (Plastics)  Ltd  have 
licensed  Lawrenson  Alumasc  Holdings  Ltd 
to  make  and  sell  their  products  for  the 
first  time  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
and  for  export  to  neighbouring  south-east 
.Asian  countries.  The  products  include  the 
Securitainer.  Jaycap,  Jaypower  and  Jay- 
sleeve.  Lawrensons  are  extending  their 
plant  at  Lidcombe,  near  Sydney,  and  plan 
to  market  J&J  closures  and  containers 
early  next  year. 


Appointments 

Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd:  Mr 

Keith  B.  Hemingway,  DipM,  GInstM,  has 
been  appointed  managing  director. 

Syntex  PharmaceuticaLs  Ltd:  Dr  Miriam 
Stoppard  has  been  appointed  to  the  board 
and  takes  up  the  position  of  deputy 
managing  director.  She  joined  the  com- 
pany in  1968  as  associate  medical  director, 
was  appointed  deputy  medical  director  in 
1971,  and  medical  director  in  1974. 
Unichem  Ltd:  Mr  M.  P.  J.  Hadley,  MPS, 
has  been  appointed  to  a  new  seat  on  the 
Midlands  and  North-west  committee.  Mr 
Hadley's  pharmacy  is  at  Load  Street, 
Bewdley,  Worcs.  Mr  D.  Millington,  MPS, 
Glencairn  Pharmacy,  The  Square,  St 
Budeaux,  Plymouth,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  new  West  Country  regional  com- 
mittee: he  was  formerly  on  the  South 
committee. 

Sangers  Group  Ltd:  Mr  Peter  Jones  and 
Mr  Stuart  Walsh  have  been  appointed  to 
the  board  of  the  pharmaceutical  wholesale 
division  as  finance  and  sales  directors,  res- 
pectively. These  appointments  complete 
I  he  board  of  directors  which  now  consists 
of  Mr  S.  G.  Folkes  (chairman),  Mr  D.  F.  J. 
Smith  (managing),  Mr  A.  F.  Reed  (mer- 
chandise), Mr  J.  H.  Ward  (north  and 
south-west  region),  Mr  G.  A.  J.  Gowan 
(London  and  home  counties  region),  Mr 
P.  D.  Jones  (finance)  and  Mr  S.  M.  Walsh 
(sales). 
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Profits  not 
enough  for 
investment 

'rofit  margins  in  distribution  are  too  low 
n  relation  to  the  need  for  investment  to 
lafeguard  the  future,  according  to  the 
Price  Commission's  latest  quarterly  report 
;overing  the  period  March  1  -  May  31 
jublished  last  week  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
House  of  Commons  paper  551,  £1  -20). 

The  report  notes  that  distributors'  gross 
profit  margins  were  on  average  some  2-2 
percentage  points  below  reference  levels, 
saving  the  consumer  about  £650m  a  year. 
Although  some  sectors  seemed  to  be 
showing  an  improvement,  there  was  no 
jvidence  yet  that  profit  margins  generally 
were  recovering  as  they  were  in  manufac- 
ture where  a  "real  improvement"  was 
shown  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1975. 

The  report  contains  a  review  of  the 
impact  of  three  years  of  price  control  on 


Orders  to  make  provision  for  the  new 
Price  Code  from  August  1  are  due  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament  this  week. 

The  main  differences  between  the  new 
Code  and  the  Government's  proposals 
contained  in  the  recent  White  Paper  (C&D, 
July  3,  p5)  were  outlined  to  the  Commons 
by  Mrs  Shirley  Williams,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection, 
last  week.  To  encourage  firms  to  accelerate 
their  investment  plans,  she  announced 
that  the  rate  of  investment  relief — 
currently  20  per  cent,  with  a  proposal 
to  increase  it  to  35  per  cent  in  the  White 
Paper — would  be  increased  to  50  per  cent 
and  the  higher  rate  would  also  cover 
capital  expenditure  incurred  by  a  distribu- 
tor on  the  construction  of  retail  shops. 

The  adjustment  factor  for  depreciation 
— suggested  as  1  3 — "will  be  raised  to  1  4 
thus  moving  some  way  towards  replace- 
ment costs",  said  Mrs  Williams.  However, 
she  added  that  the  rules  for  monitoring  the 
treatment  of  stock  would  be  "tightened 
up".  Mrs  Williams  had  received  a  number 
of  proposals  for  easing  the  operation  of 
controls  which  she  felt  unable  to  accept 

FDA  to  study  techniques  of 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
and  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards  have 
announced  a  multi-million  dollar  joint  pro- 
ject to  develop  systems  for  monitormg 
newly-approved  medicines  for  unwanted 
reactions. 

Previously  only  a  few  drugs  have  been 
monitored  for  adverse  reactions  following 
their  introduction,  with  the  FDA  relying 
generally  on  spontaneous  reporting  by 
doctors  and  on  published  reports  in  the 
medical  literature.  Little  is  known  about 


the  level  of  profits  and  assesses  the  pros- 
pects for  the  future.  Because  of  the 
various  profit  safeguards,  the  Commission 
takes  the  view  that  profit  margins  on  con- 
trolled business  could  in  general  rise  to 
80  per  cent  of  reference  levels  before  the 
Code  itself  prevented  further  growth. 
This  would  bring  profit  margins  back  to 
the  level  they  were  in  1972  before  the 
price  control  was  introduced. 

In  the  light  of  this,  the  report  com- 
ments :  "The  problem  therefor  resolves 
itself  into  two  elements.  First  there  is  the 
question  whether  the  level  of  profit  mar- 
gins before  the  control  was  introduced 
was  adequate  having  regard  to  the  need 
for  investment.  The  answer  is  that  prob- 
ably it  was  not.  This  points  strongly  to 
the  need,  if  profit  margins  are  to  be 
increased  above  Ihe  pre-control  level,  to 
Imking  the  increase  specifically  to  invest- 
ment. 

"Second  there  is  the  question  whether 
profits  conventionally  calculated  repre- 
sent a  true  level  of  profitability  and  if  not 
what  can  be  done  to  ensure  that  they  do. 
The  answer  is  that  they  do  not;  but  that 
sc  far  as  price  control  is  concerned, 
remedial  action  needs  to  be  taken  before 
the  accountancy  system  can  be  reformed 
and  this  means  that  the  remedy  must  be  a 
rough  and  ready  one."  It  adds  that 
amendments  to  the  Price  Code  should  be 
judged  in  the  light  of  those  two  con- 
siderations. 


and  she  stated:  "I  believe  it  is  necessary 
to  maintain  the  limitation  over  the  retro- 
spective recovery  of  costs  and  to  prevent 
the  undue  loading  of  price  increases 
between  related  products  disproportion- 
ately to  costs.  The  new  provision  for  price 
increases  to  be  taken  in  stages  will  be 
clarified  to  ensure  that  it  does  not  permit 
the  recovery  of  profit  margins  forgone  up 
to  now." 

Other  points  from  Mrs  William's  state- 
ment include  that  there  would  be  a  raising 
of  the  lower  limit  of  Category  III  com- 
panies above  those  previously  proposed 
— eg  the  limit  for  distributors  would  rise 
to  £500,000— as  the  Retail  Consortium 
had  pressed  for — instead  of  the  £375,000 
proposed  in  the  White  Paper;  the  produc- 
tivity deduction  applicable  to  escalation 
and  variation  of  price  clauses  would  in 
future  affect  increases  in  labour  costs  up 
to  but  not  later  than  July  31,  1976;  and 
there  would  be  a  new  provision  for  invest- 
ment relief  where  equipment  was  leased 
with  the  relief  accruing  to  the  owner  but 
he  would  then  be  able  to  assign  the  relief 
to  the  lessee. 

post-marketing  surveillance 

cost  effectiveness  of  post-marketing  sur- 
veillance but  under  proposed  legislation 
FDA  would  be  authorised  to  require  such 
surveillance    on    particular  drugs. 

□  The  FDA  last  week  announced  that 
various  tranquillisers  including  Librium, 
Valium,  Equanil  and  Miltown — should  be 
generally  avoided  in  early  pregnancy.  How- 
ever, the  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medi- 
cines has  stated  that  those  warnings  are 
already  being  observed  by  British  doctors. 


News 

Bromides  dearer 

London,  July  28:  Increased  rates  for  bro- 
mides and  chloroform  were  announced 
during  the  week.  Among  crude  drugs  to 
show  movement,  higher  prices  were  being 
asked  for  buchu,  cherry  bark,  gentian 
root,  hydrastis,  kola  nuts,  lemon  peel, 
sarsaparilla,  turmeric  and  witchhazel 
leaves,  with  caraway,  celery  and  fenu- 
greek moving  upwards  in  seeds.  Lower 
quotations  were  recorded  for  Canada 
balsam,  Chinese  menthol  for  shipment, 
Indian  valerian  root,  henbane,  senega, 
cloves,  coriander  and  Egyptian  and 
Iranian  cumin.  There  was  little  movement 
in  essential  oil  prices. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Bromides:  Crystals  E  per  metric  ton 

Under  50  kg    50  kg    1,000  kg 
Ammonium  1,090  932  874 

Potassium*  1,010  853  816 

Sodrum  990  839  802 

*  Powder  plus  £43  kg. 

Chloroform:  BP  in  drums  per  metric  ton  from  £406 
m  35-kg.  drums  down  to  £383  in  280-kg.  drums. 
500  ml.  bottles  £0.83  each;  2  litre  bottles  £2.07. 
Ether:  Anaesthetic  BP  2-litre  bottles  £2.46  each- 
drums  from  £1.28  kg  in  16-kg  drums  to  £1.16  kg 
m  130-kg.  Solvent,  BP  from  £916  metric  ton  in 
16-kg  drums  to  £820  in  130-kg. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  Nominal  £1.10  kg  spot;  £1.09,  cif. 
Curacao  nominal,  £1.65  kg  forward. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada  £12.60  spot,  £12.25  cif  for 
shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.50  spot;  £1.55 
cif.  Peru  spot  £6.80;  £6.75  cif.  Tolu  £3.40  spot; 
£3.30  cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.35  kg  spot;  £2.10,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £710  metric  ton;  £700.  cif. 
Cloves:  Madagascar  £3,350  per  ton,  cif. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.45  kg  spot;  £1.40,  cif. 
Henbane:  Niger  £840  metric  ton  spot;  £830  cif 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.20  spot;  £9.00,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:   (kg)   Costa  Rica  spot  £4.10;  ship- 
ment £4.00,  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican,  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.95  kg  spot; 

Kola  nuts:  Afloat  £210;  metric  ton  £195,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,550  metric  ton  spot; 
£1,500,  cif. 

Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian   £9.15  spot;   £9.00  cif. 
Chinese  £10.00  in  bond;  shipment  £9.50,  cif. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,655  ton,  cif. 
Sarsaparilla:    £1,600    metric    ton    spoi  nominal; 
shipment  £1,550,  cif. 

Seeds:  (metric  ton),  cif.  Anise:  China  star  forward 
rii95.  Caraway:  Dutch  £460.  Celery:  Indian 
£450.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £295.  Cumin:  Egyptian 
£470;  Turkish  £490;  Iranian  £505  nominal.  Dill 
Indian  £230.  Fennel:  Indian  £425;  Egyptian 
£240.  Fenugreek  £130. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £12.50  spot,  £12.40  cif. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £330  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £840  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £820,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.15  kg;  £3.05,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Anise:  (kg)  £16.00  spot  and  cif. 

Clove:  Indonesian  leaf,  £2.25  kg  spot;  £2.15,  cif. 

Lemongrass:  Spot  £4.40  kg;  £4.00,  cif. 

Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis— Brazilian  £4.00  spot 

shipment  £3.90.   cif.    Chinese   £4.15  spot;  £4.00 

cif.   Piperata,  American  Far  West  about  £19.00. 

cif. 

Petitgrain:  £5.60  kg  spot;  forward  £5.35,  cif. 
Rosemary:  £5.75  kg  spot. 
Sage:  Spanish  £1.00  kg  to  arrive. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £50.00  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Sassafras:  Chinese  £2.20  kg,  cif.  Brazilian  £2.20 
kg  spot  and  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


New  Price  Code  Order  expected  this  week 
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Manufacturing  & 
Distributing  Services 


An  exciting  new  range  of  professional 
clotfiing.  Leaflets  and  details  from: 

NICHOLSON'S 

(Overalls)  Limited 

Georges  Road,  Stockport, 
 Cheshire.   J 


CONTACT  LENS 
SOLUTIONS 

DISTRIBUTORS  OF  ALL 
CONTACT  LENS  SOLUTIONS, 
CASES  AND  ACCESSORIES 

Orders  welcomed  for  1-1,000 
bottles 

DENNIS  HILLYARD  CONTACT 
LENS  SUPPLIES, 

55  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Estate, 
Milton  Keynes,  Bucks. 

Tel:  Milton  Keynes  74537 


PLASTIC 
TABLET 
VIALS 

CRYSTAL  OR  AMBER 

Very  competitive  prices. 
Prompt  and  reliable  deliveries. 

Special  containers 
produced  to  order. 

Shorebreeze  Ltd, 
18,  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Industrial  Estate, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK2  3JJ. 

Telephone 

Milton  Keynes  (0908)  76051/2. 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  ODL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


POLYTHENE 
BAGS 

Manufacturers  and 
Stockists 


POLYBAGS  LTD 

197  Ealing  Road 
Wembley 
Middlesex 

01-902  9571/3 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  90p. 


*  DISPOSAL  LEG  BAG 


FEATURES: 

•  Clear  P.V.C.  material  welded  to  white 
P.V.C.  to  provide  observation  contrast. 

•  Graduated  to  350  cc.  on  medium  size 
and  500  cc.  on  large  size.  150  cc.  on 
small  size. 

•  Non-return  valve  prevents  reverse  flow 
and  reduces  danger  of  ascending 
infection. 

•  Expanding  Latex  straps  enable  bag  to 
be  fastened  comfortably  to  leg. 

•  May  be  connected  to  catheter  or  urinary 
appliance  at  top  of  bag. 

•  Permits  greater  mobility  for  the  patient 
and  encourages  early  ambulation. 

WHOLESALE  ENQUIRIES  WELCOMED— 
SAMPLES  ON  REQUEST. 


ALSO  AVAILABLE 

BEDSIDE  DRAINAGE  BAGS 

Drainage  Bags  2000  cc.  34"  Tube 
Sterile. 

Drainage  Bags  2000  cc.  15"  Tube 
Sterile. 

Drainage  Bags  1500  cc.  34"  Tube 
Sterile. 

Drainage  Bags  2000  cc.  34"  Tube 
Individually  wrapped  Sterile. 

Drainage  Bags  2000  cc.  4"  Tube 
Individually  wrapped  Sterile. 

Uro-Cling  Penile  Sheaths  avail- 
able in  five  sizes. 
Made  in  Britain. 


MADE  IN  BRITAIN 


D.  A.  ARTHUR  SURGICAL  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 

17:19  SMITHS  PLACE.  LEITH  WALK.  EDINBURGH  EH6  8NT  Tel:  031-554  5375  or  553  2844 


Chemist  &  Druggist  Directory  1976 

The  Essential  Reference  for  every  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturer,  Wholesaler  and  Retailer. 

Over  three  hundred  and  fifty  pages  of  vital  information  for  all  engaged  in  the  pharmaceutical,  cosmetic  and  allied  indus- 
tries. Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers;  Some  9,000  products  and  brand  names;  Tablets  and  Capsule  Identification  Guide; 
National  Health  Service;  Medicines  Acts;  Value  Added  Tax  and  Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets.  These  are  just  some  of  the 
sections  included  in  the  1976  edition.  Send  for  your  copy  today:  Price  £12  inc.  postage  and  handling.  C&D  subscribers 
only  £8  inc.  postage  and  handling. 
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25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 
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4  NEW  personal  health  products  from  Saffron 


Saffron  pattern 
BREAST 
RELIEVER 
(NHS) 

New  shape  for 
greater  comfort 
and  ease  of 
use.  Gentle 
action  PVC 
bulb.  Rec.w/s 
price  £0-88 


Saffron  pattern 

VAGINAL 

SYRINGE 

One-piece  pipe 
and  Vonda 
ring.  Easier  to 
use.  A  quality 
product  at  a 
lower  price. 
Rec.w/s  price 
£1-22 


WHIRLING  SPRAY 

Standard  pattern.  2-piece 
pipe  and  Vonda  ring. 
Rec.w/s  price  £1-68 

Higginson's 
ENEMA  (NHS) 
All-plastic  with  one-piece 
bulb  and  tubing.  Rectal 
and  vaginal  pipes  and 
shield.  Rec.w/s  price  £112 

All  goods  supplied  in 
2-  colour  printed  carton. 


Ask  your  usual  wholesaler 
about  the  complete  range 
of  Saffron  products. 


Saffron 

Specialised  plastics 
5  Rowlands  Road  Worthing 
West  Sussex  BNll  3JJ 
Telephone  Worthing 
(STD  0903)  34034 


BULK 
PACKE 


Compression  Price  for  D.C.  Material 

□25p  per  1000  tablets 

MINIMUM  ORDER  1  MILLION 


EX- 
WORKS 


M  ASteinhard  Ltd,  703  Tudor  Estate,  Abbey  Rd,  London  NW10  7UW 
Telephone:  01-965  0195 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel.:  01-629  3118  &  3119 
Telex:  Hahnemanelson  Westcham  Ldn-268312 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

APPLICATORS  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHWOOD  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 

Plyla  HoiM«,  Lavm  Road,  London  E14  OLW       Tal:  01-987  6343/64ei 


MAIL  ORDER  PROTECTION 
SCHEME 

Members  of  the  Periodical  Publishers  Association  have  given  to  the 
Director  General  of  Fair  Trading  an  undertaking  to  refund  monies 
sent  by  readers  in  response  to  mail  order  advertisements  (except  for 
classified  advertisements)  placed  by  mail  order  traders  who  fail  to 
supply  goods  or  refund  the  monies  owing  to  liquidation  or  bank- 
ruptcy. This  arrangement  does  not  apply  to  any  failure  to  supply 
goods  advertised  in  a  catalogue  or  in  a  direct  mail  solicitation. 
Publishers  in  membership  of  the  Periodical  Publishers  Association 
are  making  these  refunds  voluntarily  and  readers'  claims  can  only 
be  entertained  in  cases  where  the  mail  order  advertiser  is  the  subject 
of  liquidation  or  bankruptcy,  where  proof  of  payment  can  be  estab- 
listied  and  if  lodged  within  three  months  of  the  date  on  which  the 
advertisement  appeared.  Any  claims  received  after  the  three  month 
period  will  be  considered  at  the  discretion  of  the  publisher.  For  the 
purpose  of  this  scheme,  mail  order  advertising  is  defined  as:  'Direct 
response  advertisement,  display  or  postal  bargains  where  cash  had 
to  be  sent  in  advance  of  goods  being  aelivered'.  Classified  and 
catalogue  mail  order  advertising  are  excluded. 


ipiassified 
ftivertisements 


'ost  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
ist,  25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
elephone  01-353  3212. 


DIspiay/SemI  Display  £5  00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  ( 1 25mm  x  1 78mm ) . 

Quarter  page  £110(1 25mm  x  86mm ) . 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5  00. 


A/anted 


URN  THAT  SURPLUS  stock  into 
ish.  We  buy  stock  of  all  descrip- 
or\,  if  in  good  condition.  Ring 
hemisale,  Blackburn  663532. 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8    Northburgh    Street,  London 

EC1V  OBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/S. 

Telegram*:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.I. 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Agents 


AGENTS  WANTED  for  full  range  o1 
leg  and  bedside  urine  drainage  bags, 
UK  and  overseas.  Box  no  2420. 


WELL  FiSTABLISHED  company  who 
have  enjoyed  supremacy  in  the  sun- 
glasses field  for  over  30  years  are 
now  preparing  their  1977  programme 
with  a  view  to  achieving  peak  sales, 
and  seeking  two  first  class  agents. 
They  must  be  well  connected  with 
chain  stores  and  departmental 
houses,  and  will  be  amply  rewarded 
for  all-out  effort.  Please  write  to 
Managing  Director,  Box  No.  2422, 
with  full  details  of  areas  covered 
and  connections. 


Situations 
vacant 


SUPERINTENDENT  PHARMACIST.  An 

experienced  Superintendent  pharma- 
cist is  required  to  manage  a  new 
shop  opening  in  October  in  small 
West  Lothian  country  town.  This  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  person 
with  ambition  and  a  desire  to  own 
his  own  business.  He  or  she  will 
become  a  director  immediately  and 
will  have  the  option  to  take  over  the 
business  in  due  course.  Reply  in 
confidence  giving  fullest  details  to 
The  Managing  Director,  J.  &  A. 
Peters,  28  Goshen  Place,  Broxburn, 
West  Lothian. 
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Classified  Advertisements 


Shopfitting 


FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries. 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 

SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  In  just  one 
day.  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  oDiigation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thlrsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garratt  Lane. 
London  SW17  OPD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291  (four  lines). 


CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Ivlonday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS,  743  Garratt  Lane,  SW17 
OPD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  instal- 
lations. NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS.  LTD,  SHOP- 
FITTERS,  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED.  HERTS.  Tel:  5417-9. 

DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  348  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Ivledway  (0634)  55508. 


Mr 


^IIATA 


/V 


OFFERS  YOU 


comprehensive  irnformation  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
containerand  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTE,  CAN,  ECGB,  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages  210x1 43  mm  £14.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  125  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01 -542  8575 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless : 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  it  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  it  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 


Our  address  for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square,  London,  EC4A  3JA. 
Tel:  01  353  3212 


Miscellaneous 


WASTED  SPACE? 


The  Village  Laundry  SPACE  MAN 
will  show  you  how  to  turn  your 
unprofitable  space  into  BIG 
PROFITS  I  I 

A   MINI  LAUNDERETTE 

if  Low  Investment 

•k  No  staff,  stock  or  paperwork 

*  No    debts — all    takings  in 
CASH 

The  perfect  "add  on"  for  any- 
where without  a  Launderette. 

Get  the  DOWN  TO  EARTH  FACTS 

now: 

The  Village  Laundry  Ltd., 
4  Exmoor  Street, 
London,  W10. 

Tel.   01-969  0101.  Ext.  268. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehlll,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


Services 


For  Sale 


SALT  TABLETS 

Flavoured.  300  m.g.  drums 
containing  1,000  tablets. 
Prices  on  request. 

Box  No.  2418 


SIMBLET  (Myers)  Shopfittings  for 
Sale,  18  months  old.  Cost  new 
ei,000.  Price  £260  o.n.o.  plus  VAT. 
Please  phone  550  4441. 

2  LITRE  urine  drainage  bags  with 
non-return  valve  £15.50  for  case  of 
300,  orders  under  300  5ip  each. 
British  made.  D.  A.  Arthur  Surgical 
Supplies  Ltd,  17/19  Smith's  Place, 
Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh  EH6  8NT.  Tel 
031-554  5375. 


STORE  SHELVING  AND  GONDOLA 
UNITS,  suitable  for  a  chemist  or 
drugstore,  as  new,  and  available  at 
very  low  cost.  Please  contact  Jean 
Best  at  Romford  26859. 


SMALL  DRUG  STORE  for  sale.  Pro- 
minent first-class  position  In  Bath. 
15  year  lease.  Good  opportunity  for 
high  turnover.  Apply  Box  No.  2423. 


ORDER  NOW 

CHEMIST  a  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1976 

Over    three    hundred    and  fifty 
pages  of  vital  information  for  all 
engaged   in  the  pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic  and  allied  industries. 
Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers 
Some  9,000  products  and  brand 
names 

Tablet  &  Capsule  Identification 
Guide 

National  Health  Service 

ivledicines  Acts 

Value  Added  Tax 

Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets 

These  are  just  some  of  the 
sections  included  in  the  1976 
edition.  Send  for  your  copy 
today: 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 

Price  £12  Inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£8  inc.  postage  and  handling. 


Printed  by  H.  0.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  and  published  by  BENN  BROTHERS  LTD.  25 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  ss  a  Newspaper.  1H/12i/32S. 
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AS  SEEN  ON  TV! 

Now  available 


locar 
wholesaler 
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the  key  to 
solve  your  i  problems 

OIney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  oIney  bros  ltd. 

jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

5417-9 


name  &  address 


 \ 

Medical 
y  Supplies 


New  British  Drainage  Bags 

Competitively  priced.  Ex-stocl<  delivery. 
New  high  quality  urine  drainage  products 
from  F.C.L.  Medical  Supplies,  a  division  of 
Food  Containers  Limited. 

Two  litre  drainage  bags 

Extruded  to  size,  no  side  welds.  Very  strong  two 
way  stretch  material.  Complete  with  non-return 
valve,  tube  and  end  cap.  Clear  printing.  With 
or  without  drain-off  facility. 

350  ml  Leg  Bag 

sterilised  by  gamma  radiation.  Individually 
packed  and  complete  with  adjustable  rubber 
straps.  Drain-off  facility. 

These  high  quality  bags  are  made  in  the  UK 
and  are  available  at  extremely  competitive 
prices  for  immediate  delivery  by  our  own 
transport  from  stock.  Send  for  quotation  and 
samples  to: 


Food  Containers  Ltd. 

Wade  Road,  Kingsland  Industrial  Estate, 
Basingstoke,  Hants.  Tel:  Basingstoke  52121 
(10  lines)  24  hour  answering  service. 


ITADVERnSQiONTV! 


The  sensational 
AMERICAN  CONSUMER 
EXERCISER 


SUGGESTED 
RETAIL 
PRICE 
NOW 

'2 


48  unit 
point-of-sale 
display- 
available 
FREE  OF 
CHARGE 

Market  Marshal  Ltd., 
Witham,  Essex. 
Telephone: 
Witham  51  5391 -5 


order  now  from 


VESTRIC 
RABIN  LTD  -  C.W.S  WHOLESALE 
VERNON  POWELL-FERNAN  SUNDRIES 

or  your  usual  supplier 
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SANGERS  LIMITED 

& 

Kimberly-  Clark 

BONANZA 


17%  OFF 

KLEENEX  FOR  MEN 

Normal  Trade  £6.525 
SANGERS  Price  £5.41 

Case  24 


"  Selected  lines  only 

18i%  OFF 

KOTEX  NEW  FREEDOM  10'S 

Normal  Trade  £2.95 
SANGERS  Price  £2.40 

Case  12 


New  Freedom 

7W/EIS 


NewFfeedom; 


PLUS 


BIG  DISCOUNTS  OFF 

KLEENEX  POP-UP   KLEENEX  CHIEFS    KOTEX  BRIEFS 

Products  available  on  SANGERS  Apocaire, 
Bargain  Bonus  Buy  Promotions 


